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MISSION  
To provide high-quality  
legal services to 
Maryland’s poor through 
a mix of services and  
to bring about the 
changes poor people 
want in the systems  

For more details about Maryland Legal Aid’s work, please visit www.mdlab.org.

MARYLAND LEGAL AID PROVIDES LEGAL ADVICE AND REPRESENTATION IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

HOUSING

or denial of housing subsidies

and preserve housing and avoid 

Advocates on behalf of tenant 
 

families for improvement of 
substandard housing

Prevents homelessness

 
in obtaining and preserving housing

Obtains return of security  
deposits and damages for illegal 

FAMILY AND CHILDREN
Assists custodial parents in 
maintaining custody and in  

child support

abuse survivors

 
 

for dependent children

of parental rights

Obtains or preserves terms of foster 
care placement

Represents abused and neglected 
children in the foster care system

EMPLOYMENT
Recovers wages and back pay 

Ensures that workers have a safe 
workplace and can express grievances 

Assists with criminal record 
expungements to remove barriers  
to housing and employment

Obtains illegally denied 

CONSUMER
Helps homeowners bilked by 
foreclosure rescue scams

credit reports

Combats overly aggressive or illegal 

Opposes bank account and  
wage garnishments of income 
and assets needed to meet basic 
subsistence needs

Enforces sales contracts and 

and predatory contracts

HEALTH

seniors get medical assistance

Helps seniors get Medicaid assistance 

Assists people in preserving the long-
term care placement of their choice

Stops or obtains redress for harmful 
medical treatment

Enforces terms of health or disability 
insurance contracts

INCOME MAINTENANCE

increase subsistence income to meet 
basic human needs 

Challenges denials of emergency 

MIGRANT FARMWORKERS
Educates migrant farmworkers 

 
and represents them in cases in 
those areas

public about migrant farmworkers’ 

and job training

Provides assistance to address wage 

EDUCATION

and avoid illegal or unfair school 
suspensions and expulsions 

 

VISION  
To lead in providing  
high-quality legal services; 
to build on mutual respect  

others; to advocate 

 
to all who request  



Establishing strong partnerships has been fundamental to the overall success of Maryland  
 

In 2016, Maryland Legal Aid successfully executed new  
 

 

 
power of partnerships is an integral part of our 

 

For example, Maryland Legal Aid’s 

, Maryland 

Project Household was funded by a grant from the Leonard 

a fairer and more just society fo

  



MARYLAND LEGAL AID’S  

Community Lawyering Initiative
In 2016, Maryland Legal Aid established the 

o u t  er  e, which 

e—which includes 

start of the e, Maryland Legal Aid has developed  

that have enabled the e

o u t  er  e evolved from Maryland 
Legal Aid’s successful Lawyer in the Library program, which 
was introduced in 2015 in response to the civil unrest that 

Community 
yerin  ni e expands on Maryland Legal Aid’s original 

approach for lawyers to reach and help underserved clients, as 

Community yerin  ni e is 
providing criminal record expungements for clients in order to 
remove barriers to obtaining basic human needs such as safe 

As Maryland Legal Aid has seen in the last year alone, the need 
for criminal record expungements throughout Maryland is 

to increase as expungement laws change and people take legal 

As the Community yerin  ni e develops further, Lawyer 

Maryland Legal Aid’s
in 2016

6,103 criminal records expunged

50 community partnershipsy  developed

101 expungement clinics held

expunged through Maryland Legal Aid’s Community Lawyering 
ni a e has impacted their lives:

“I didn’t want 
anything to stop 
me from succeeding 
in the goals I had 
set for myself. I 
just want to make 

leave a legacy for 
my daughter.” 

 

my criminal record. I just wanted to call 
and say thank you, thank you, thank you. 
When I received this, I was totally blown 
away. I wanted to call you personally and 
thank you for the work that you do. It is 
very much appreciated and this will help 

 

“I thank you and everyone that worked 

done this for me. Thank you for the good 
work you’ve done and God bless you.” 

PRELIMINARY IMPACT 
OF THE COMMUNITY 
LAWYERING INITIATIVE:  
BY THE NUMBERS...

Out of the 21 clients  
who provided responses, 

86% were able to expunge 

48%
Nearly half gained employment  
or were promoted as a result  
of their criminal record  



Community Lawyering Partners
Maryland Lega
to help make the Community Lawyering ni a e successful 

Expungement Clinics in St. Mary’s County

record 
 

 

Maryland Legal Aid services can have their expungement 

designate funds, which would have ordinarily gone towards 

“Because Maryland Legal Aid was able to 

DSS did not have to use its limited funds to 

to fund other employment needs, such as 
work clothes. We are very happy that our 
partnership with Maryland Legal Aid has 
helped so many families achieve their goals.” 

—  

 

had an opportunity to observe how the project helps to 
remove barriers for people to obtain employment, housing, 
and child custody by resolving their civil legal issues and  

ExpungeItMD.org
Maryland Legal Aid’s extensive work in helping clients 

community partners led to the development of
 

legal professionals to easily search Maryland criminal records

Although Maryland Legal Aid leveraged internal resources 
and talents to design, develop, and test the app, feedback 

 
 

 
where legal services partners were invited to test the app and 

cases, which accounts for over $200,000 in waived fees for 

tool to easily view anonymous case data and demographics; 
a calendar of events that displays upcoming legal clinics; 
and a client receipt page that summarizes a list of cases for 



Housing Successes Built on Partnerships
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Human Rights in Maryland’s Rent Courts
In September 2016, Maryland Legal Aid released Human  

ights in aryland s ent Courts   ta s cal tudy, a review  

by Maryland Legal Aid’s Human Rights Project and examines 

the Maryland Judiciary. Expert analysis was provided by the 

with the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to begin unraveling years of housing 

provide $30 million in local funds over the next 10 years to 

Advocacy for Tenants’ Rights
A Circuit Court decision in the Wesley Hosford V. Chateau 
Foghorn LP case was reversed on September 1, 2016 by the 

for tenant advocates in breach of lease cases because it grants 

Aid represented Mr. Hosford. 

When Sagamore Development announced its plan to 
redevelop the Port Covington area, many surrounding 

housing. With guidance from Maryland Legal Aid’s Director 
of Advocacy for Housing and Community Development, the 

Community 
ene ts greement and emorandum of nderstanding between 

6



 

Project Household is a partnership between 
Maryland Legal Aid, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service,  
Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland, Inc., and Senior  

Project Household

grant supports a senior legal helpline, full legal 

Project Household

Project Household 

 

“This project is a perfect  
match for the mission and 

to remain in their own 
 

 
life as they age.”

 

Project 
Household

SeniorS  LegalrServices of thef



that provides counseling and support services 

to each client seeking legal assistance, while 

days a week and provides comprehensive 

more clients than originally projected) have 

 

“The way that we work  
with people is not only to 
give them the help they 
need, but also to empower 
them. When they leave, 
they know that they had 
the strength to do it.” 

assistance to survivors of sexual assault 

clients, such as divorce, custody, housing, 

lacking or limited because of stretched 

assistance provided by Maryland Legal  

that enable them to live safe and 

 
 

than being in a  
 

—Ms. W.

physical and sole legal custody of their son, as well as use and possession of their 

 

 



One 
al more For o s 

created a special grant to support this project 
and selected Maryland Legal Aid as one of 

Maryland Legal Aid has facilitated Know 
Your Rights

Works—six of the supported training sites 
Know Your Rights 

month job training programs at each site and 

 
 

and criminal record expungements, and if 
 

One Baltimore For Jobs
Mr. Harris’ Story 

are required to have a valid driver’s license and reliable 

he had already been with the work training program 
for a few weeks and was interested in resolving a few 

with brief legal advice that enabled him to resolve his 

 

 

“Now I’m proud to  
be an outstanding  

 
community.”



New Partnership in Southern Maryland 

contract with Charles County, Maryland Legal Aid’s Southern 

Department of Community Services, Aging and Disability 

Aid to educate homebound Marylanders about their legal 
Meals on Wheels 

delivery. In September 2016, Meals on Wheels subscribers 
 

preview of what they could expect to see in future months. 
Legal topics will focus on the needs of seniors and the issues 

Building Partners through Venable’s 
Loaned Associate Program

In September, Maryland Legal Aid 
welcomed Venable Associate Megan Davis 

who will work with Maryland Legal Aid 
and its clients through Venable’s Loaned 

clients. While working at Maryland Legal Aid, Megan was  
also able to assist clients at community legal clinics, like  

shared, “Over my six months at Maryland Legal Aid, I grew 
both personally and professionally thanks to everyone who 
readily shared their knowledge, skills, and experiences.  
Working there further highlighted for me the need for free  
civil legal services in the community, and I look forward  
to employing the skills I gained to serve the Maryland 

University of Maryland 
School of Social Work 

Brown, and Sara Rudolph

achieving successful outcomes for many clients, Maryland 
Legal Aid reached out to the University of Maryland School 
of Social Work for help. In 2009, the University agreed to 
support the salary of a social work supervisor for one year 

Maryland Legal Aid now has a Social Work Unit, supervised 
by a social worker, who was previously an adjunct professor 
at the University of Maryland before joining Maryland Legal 
Aid in 2009. She, along with University of Maryland Social 

with resources that help alleviate clients’ 

A few examples of how Maryland Legal Aid’s  
Social Work Unit assists clients:

• Helps clients to understand and  

•  

• Links clients to appropriate mental health  

• Works with clients through involuntary discharge  

Maryland Legal Aid’s 
Social Work Unit:  

University 

of Maryland 

School of 

Social Work

NNNew Partnershipw in

Meals  
on  

Wheels

Venable Associate  
Megan Davis



 
Expand to the Eastern Shore

as well as advice via telephone, email, and live chat for a 

st

th

 
Free Coats and Legal Advice

in 2016, Macy’s donated 50,000 coats to an 

worked with Maryland Legal Aid and other community 

December 13, 2016   

 
 

 

December 19, 2016   

 

December 21, 2016  
 

 



Maryland Legal Aid’s  
Pro Bono Honor Roll
Much of Maryland Legal Aid’s success depends on support 

who have provided 50 or more hours of direct legal 

of professional services including expert legal counsel, 

Philip M. Andrews

Michael Bakhama

Douglas Bregman

Susan Cassidy

Katherine Cook

Mary Cox

Neil E. Duke

Andrew Freeman

Mike Fuller

Sheila R. Gibbs

Gregory M. Gill

Nooree Lee

Robert A. Manekin

Mitchell Y. Mirviss

Daniel Moylan

Lee H. Ogburn

Marilyn Ogburn

Daniel Rosenberg

Paul Mark Sandler

Thomas Saunders

Suneil Vemuru

Anuj Vohra

support Maryland Legal Aid.

“I wish people were aware of the skill and energy 

people who cannot pay for legal services. These 
lawyers make a very real and frequently long-term 

poor. They deserve our support.”
–Lee Ogburn

at Maryland Legal Aid is inspiring and humbling to me. 

volunteering here.” 
–Marilyn Ogburn

“
and the reason that I volunteer with Maryland Legal 
Aid, is so that I can help others who just haven’t had 
the kind of breaks in life that I have.”

–Mary Cox

“Everyone should have a safe home and fair 

people make the most of their chances.  I know that 
people can change. I have seen this. Maryland law 

move forward with their lives.”
–Katherine Cook

Legal Aid  
 

of Taiwan



income Marylanders by increasing and diversifying Maryland 

its members have expanded the scope of their involvement 

The Equal Justice Council
THANK YOU!

who contribute $1,000 or more toward ensuring equal access 

BaldwinLaw LLC

We greatly appreciate the assistance of Brown Goldstein 

 
 

 

 

th Annual 

 

 

Venable LLP 

 

 

Maryland Legal Aid’s  

recipient of the  
 



THANK YOU!
 

of donors in calendar year 2016.  

PINNACLE PARTNERS 
$100,000 to $500,000

MVP PARTNERS  
$25,000 to $49,999  

DLA Piper LLP (US)  

Venable LLP  

VIP PARTNERS  
$10,000 to $24,999

 

Ballard Spahr, LLP 

 
Marjorie Wax  

 

Saul Ewing LLP  

 

Anonymous (1)

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS 
$5,000 to $9,999

Paul D. Bekman

John J. Cross, III

Hogan Lovells US LLP

 

Patrick A. Moulding  
In memory of Joseph Levin

Lee and Marilyn Ogburn

Dr. Charles and Mrs. Susan Shubin

White LLC

 
Charles County

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS 
$2,500 to $4,999

John C. Eidleman

Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.

Robert M. McCaig

 

 
Sandler, P.A.

Richard L. Wasserman

PARTNERS  
$1,000 to $2,499

Louis Angelos

BaldwinLaw LLC*

Baxter, Baker, Sidle,  

C. Shawn Boehringer

Carlos A. Braxton

 
In memory of Joan O’Sullivan

 

Samuel H. Clark, Jr.

Ward B. Coe, III

Vincent Daly

James Reilly Dolan

Lynne M. Durbin

Heidi Ann Hansan

Charles S. Hirsch

Brennan, P.C.*

John B. Isbister

Jackson Lewis P.C.

Ronald H. Jarashow

JLL (Jones Lang LaSalle)

Carole Martens

Joanne E. Pollak

Craig E. Smith

Daniel Stephen Volchok

Rebecca A. Weaver

Harrison, LLP

Seri A. Wilpone

Anonymous (3)

ASSOCIATES FOR JUSTICE  
$500 to $999      

Burton A. Amernick

Sarah Anderson

Julia Andrews

Dennis W. Carroll

Honorable Andre M. Davis

Honorable Donna Dawson  

Michelle J. Dickinson

Ian Dillner

Dorothy Donohue

Howard R. Erwin, Jr.

 
Honorable Deborah Eyler

Sharon B. Heaton

William L. Henn, Jr.

Andrew Herold

Pamela Hill

Charles S. Hirsch

Melissa Junge

Jon M. Laria

Ellen L. Lee

Susan M. Longley

David M. Lynn

Anna A. Mahaney

James D. Mathias

James A. Mayhew

Mitchell Y. Mirviss

Charles R. Moran

 

Beth Pepper



Proctor & Mckee P.A.

SUPPORTERS FOR JUSTICE 
$200 to $499

Barbara A. Babb ADVOCATES FOR JUSTICE
UP to $199  



Mark Freedman

Lynn Gallagher

Mark Getchis

Faye Gibbs

Andrew Gohn

Lita Goldsboro

Paul Goldstein

Alexandra Gordon  
In honor of Alma Bright

Martha Gouel

Masamichi Inoue

Melissa Lessenberry

Victoria Anne Levine

Frederick Mandir

William Meacham

Michelle Medlock

Pamela Milan

Michael Miller

 

 
In honor of Fred Wolf, III

Gilbert Polt

Ashley Powell

 

 

Abby Wright



Lucia Alencherry

Emily Alt

Angelica Bailey

Waleska Blotny

Meghan Burns
Meredith Esders

Veronique Felix

Blake Fetrow

Pamela Flemming

Ashkan Geramifar

Mitra Ghahramanlou

Marita Grant
Patrick Gregory

Laurinda Gwyn
Lewis London
Inna Loring

Ashley Mariner

Margaret Ann Maupin

Michelle Medlock

Michelle Moodispaw

Briana Morris

Ashley Wagner Penater

Lisa Piccinini

Michele Ann Plummer

Marianne Vanderwiele

Frank Vitale
Patricia Waldman
Lauren Walker
Penny Walker

Pauline Wenrich



Board of Directors

President 
Warren S. Oliveri, Jr., Esq.

Vice President 
Gwendolyn Johnson

 
Richard L. Wasserman, Esq.

 
Marquita Wise-Jones

Member At Large 
Jo M. Glasco, Esq.

Carlos A. Braxton, Esq.

Phyllis Butler

Jessica A. duHo mann, Esq.

Guy E. Flynn, Esq.

Manuel R. Geraldo, Esq.

Robert T. Gonzales, Esq.

Herman G. Hamilton, Jr.

Brian Hochheimer, Esq.

Ora Johnson

Shalita O’Neale

Beth Pepper, Esq.

Ronald E. Richardson, Esq.

G. Daniel Shealer, Jr., Esq.

Execu ve Leadership

 
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., Esq.

 
Gustava E. Taler, Esq.

 
C. Shawn Boehringer, Esq.

 
Gina E. Polley, Esq.

Emily Alt, Esq.

Ashley F. Cheatham

Graham Cowger

 
Mitra Ghahramanlou

Karthik Devarajan

 
Phillip C. S llman

 
 

Kara M. Yendell

Statewide Advocacy  
Support

 
Gregory L. Countess, Esq.

Erica LeMon, Esq.

 
Amy L. Petkovsek, Esq.

Volunteers

Benjamin Baker
Monica Bates
Gisela Brown

Marquan El

Elissa Gray

Michelle Moore
Wanda Murray

Brooke Webber

Marsha Williams

Viola Anna Woolums

Interns &  

Wade Ellinger
Inez Fleming  

Genevieve Fugere  
Veronica Garcia  

 

 



Served by County 2016
 MATTERS
 HANDLED PERSONS

Allegany   1,020 1,632 

Anne Arundel*  23,247  24,157

Total† 99,282 121,903

pro se 
pro 

se 
† pro se 

   2016         2015
INCOME 
EXPENSES 
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 

 
 

SELECTED FUNDING RECEIVED  
Federal: Federal/State/Local Partnerships

State    
$ $ 

$ 145,665     
Foreclosure Preven on    

$ 450,000  
$ 501,000  
$ 334,743    $ 

   $ $  
 

 
 

Local   $     $ 330,351 
 

 

County Grants:
$ 34,200    $ 30,000
$ 17,777      

$ 7,500       
County Grants-In-Aid:

Anne Arundel $ $ 20,000
$ 130,562      $ 

$ $ 
$ $ 

$ $ 
Circuit Court Pro Se Grants: 

Anne Arundel $ 173,000     $ 166,202 
$ 30,000     $ 25,000 

Private Dona ons: 
$ $ 
$ $ 

Expenditure Alloca on

 

 

2016 2015

2016 Financial Report

 

Client Case Types

Consumer 25%

Family 33%

Housing 24%

Income  
Maintenance 2%

Individual Rights 6%

Wills/Powers of  

Child in Need of Assistance 
(CINA) 6%

Misc 3%



1 Anne Arundel County

Anita Matyi Bailey,  

2 Bal more City

Telephone Intake Lines:

Business Line:
 

Cornelia Bright-Gordon,
 

Administrative Law
Joan Little,

Joseph V. Rohr,

Bobbie G. Steyer,

3 Bal more County
 

 
 

 
 

Janine A. Scott

4 Lower Eastern Shore
 

Wicomico, Worcester

Robert McCaig

5 Metropolitan Maryland

Blake Fetrow

6 District Court/ 
Mul -service Center

2nd Floor

Blake Fetrow

7 Midwestern Maryland

Nina Shore

8 Montgomery County

 
Lisa Moore

9 Northeastern Maryland

Arlene Callender

10 Southern Maryland

Seri Wilpone

11 Upper Eastern Shore

William Leahy

12 Western Maryland
Allegany, Garrett

Cynthia Fenimore

District Court Self-Help  
Resource Centers 

Sarah Coffey Frush, 

13 Glen Burnie 
 

 

14  Salisbury  
 

15  Upper Marlboro  
 

Statewide Programs & Resources
Farmworker Program 

Foreclosure  
Legal Assistance Project 

Long-Term Care  
Assistance Project 

Maryland Senior Legal Helpline 

Veterans‘ Hotline  

222222233333333

4444444

5

66666888888888

999999
111121111

777777777

1

11111111111111

10101010101010101

15151555555

11414141411

1313
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