
RESILIENCE
2021 ANNUAL REPORT

IN  THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE



To provide high-quality legal services to Maryland’s poor through a mix of services and  
to bring about the changes poor people want in the systems that affect them. 

M I S S I O N

Maryland Legal Aid (MLA) is a private, 

non-profit law firm that provides free, civil 

legal services to low-income individuals in 

Baltimore City and Maryland’s 23 counties 

from 12 offices. The firm provides life-

changing legal help to clients by handling 

cases that involve a wide range of issues, 

including family, housing, government 

benefits, healthcare, employment, and 

consumer law. MLA also represents 

children in CINA (Child in Need of 

Assistance) proceedings in 16 jurisdictions. 

Other vulnerable populations, such as 

homeowners facing foreclosure, migrant 

and seasonal farm workers, people 

with developmental and mental health 

disabilities, health disabilities, persons 

living with HIV and AIDS, nursing home 

and assisted living residents, and veterans 

seeking benefits and assistance with related 

legal issues, also receive representation 

through special projects. 

MLA PROVIDES LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR CLIENTS  
FOR A VARIETY OF ISSUES, SUCH AS: 
• Fighting unlawful evictions 

• Advocating for improvement of  
substandard housing 

• Acquiring critical health care 

• Obtaining disability and other income assistance 

• Maintaining custody of children and obtaining, preserving,  
or increasing child support 

• Preventing foreclosures or mitigating their effects 

• Recovering unpaid wages 

• Remedying fraudulent sales practices and  
predatory contracts 

• Restoring utilities 

• Dealing with debts and debt collectors 

• Obtaining unemployment benefits 

• Obtaining protection against domestic violence 

• Securing educational services 

• Expunging criminal records to remove barriers to obtaining 
housing, employment, child custody, and a driver’s license

To lead in providing high-quality legal services; to build on mutual respect for clients, staff, and others; to 
advocate for justice; and to add maximum positive value to all who request legal assistance.

V I S I O N

IN  THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE
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DEAR FRIEND,  
This past year has presented significant, and even devastating, challenges for many people around 
the world. The continuing trauma of the pandemic, coupled with a “racial reckoning” brought on by 
the murder of George Floyd and others, have greatly affected the already challenging economy. 
Closed businesses, loss of jobs, and the inability of many to afford the basic necessities of everyday 
life—shelter, food, and transportation – have become widespread and disproportionately impact poor 
people—Maryland Legal Aid’s (MLA) clients, and especially those who are black and generally of color.

Despite these seemingly insurmountable challenges, however, MLA remained open throughout 
2021, providing life-changing legal services to vulnerable and marginalized people, including walk-in 
applicants, throughout Maryland. Through expanded partnerships, broadened volunteer opportunities, 
focused community outreach, and organizational growth, MLA has been able to increase the number 
of clients served and positively impact the lives of thousands of Marylanders. In the face of adversity, 
members of MLA’s staff and board have stayed the course and are motivated and inspired to continue 
their work with dedication, creativity, and innovation. These individuals and their continued dedication 
are to be applauded and celebrated.

The theme of this year’s annual report is “Resilience in the Pursuit of Justice,” inspired by MLA’s clients, 
staff, supporters, and community partners who rose up and adapted to the many changes brought on 
by the events of 2021. Through it all, MLA persevered. The dictionary defines Resilience as “the ability 
to recover from setbacks, adapt well to change, and keep going in the face of adversity.” This definition 
epitomizes MLA’s efforts throughout 2021 as well as the people behind those efforts.

“Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again.” 
This simple, but profound, quote from Nelson Mandela truly captures the spirit of resilience that is 
part of MLA’s fabric. In the midst of the trauma and stress of the world, MLA remains committed to its 
mission of pursuing equal access to justice, guided by the deeply embedded and enduring mantra, 
“clients first.” MLA’s advocates continue to respond to clients’ needs in remarkable and appropriate 
ways in an effort to ensure that clients maintain their dignity and stability.

It is a privilege and honor to lead an organization with wide-ranging support from staff, pro bono 
attorneys, board members, members of the Equal Justice Council and Equal Justice Associates, 
volunteers, foundations and government funders—most notably the Maryland Legal Services 
Corporation and the federal Legal Services Corporation—and all of the community partners who 
make it possible for MLA to achieve equal access to justice for thousands of Marylanders each year. 
Thank you for your unwavering commitment and generosity in support of MLA’s mission and work. 
Remain resilient!  

Warren S. Oliveri, Jr., Esq. 
Board President

Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., Esq. 
Executive Director
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81,048
Individuals and families served

2,139
Benefitted from  

criminal record expungements

5,929
Individuals and families  
obtained assistance with  

employment matters

1,957
Avoided eviction or foreclosure

2021 IN REVIEW

  MARYLAND LEGAL AID



1,073
Individuals secured critical  

income or food benefits

8,476
Individuals received  
representation with  

family law cases

28,313
Cases closed

10,314
Abused and neglected  

children were represented
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Maryland Legal Aid Secures Patient᾽s Right to Counsel
In July 2019, Mr. M., a patient at a psychiatric hospital, 
refused to take prescribed psychotropic medication. A 
hospital panel met and approved administration of the 
forced medication, which led to Mr. M. filing an appeal. On 
the appeal request form, he declined legal representation; 
however, at the administrative hearing nine days later, Mr. 
M. requested legal representation. The Administrative 
Law Judge (ALJ) interpreted Mr. M.’s request for counsel 
as a request for a postponement and denied it. The 
administrative hearing took place and resulted in the ALJ’s 
approval of the decision to forcibly medicate Mr. M.

In September 2019, Mr. M. was represented by Miriam 
Sincell, Chief Attorney of MLA’s Allegany/Garrett office, in 
an appeal to the Circuit Court of Allegany County. The Court 
affirmed the ALJ’s decision. MLA appealed Mr. M.’s case to 
the Court of Special Appeals in January 2021. The Court of 
Special Appeals also affirmed the ALJ’s ruling.

Undeterred, MLA filed a Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the 
Court of Appeals. It was MLA’s contention that Mr. M. had 
a statutory right to counsel at the administrative hearing 
and that the ALJ, in denying Mr. M.’s request for counsel, 
deprived him of his procedural due process rights. 

The Court of Appeals issued its opinion in December 
2021, and specifically interpreted the plain language of 
the statute to grant a patient in forced medication cases 
the right to counsel upon request. The Court “[concluded] 
that in this case the ALJ erred in declining Mr. M.’s request 
to be represented by counsel at the administrative 
hearing.” The Court further clarified that in these cases, 
“due process requires, at a minimum, verification that 
an individual was properly advised and knowingly and 
voluntarily waived the right to request counsel and 
elected to proceed unrepresented.”

SUCCESS STORY

Maryland Legal Aid has consistently 
maintained that a patient’s right to 
request and to have the use of counsel 
in these cases is a clear due process 
safeguard within the statutory scheme 
intended to protect the fundamental 
liberty interest against forced 
psychotropic medication. 
CHIEF ATTORNEY MIRIAM SINCELL

“

”
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Pro Bono Support Keeps Families Together
Mr. G. came to Maryland Legal Aid (MLA) for help with a custody modification for his two 
daughters (ages 10 and 7). A prior custody order was put into place in May 2019, and gave 
residential custody to the daughters’ mother. The client received visitation in the summer 
and every weekend during the school year.

Mr. G.’s daughters were living with him over the summer following the custody order. In 
August 2020, however, there was a visitation exchange where the mother's brother and 
several other men physically assaulted Mr. G., resulting in significant injuries. The mother's 
brother was arrested and convicted of assault, but appealed and was released on bail. 

Stressed and fearful of another attack, Mr. G. asked his daughters' mother to change the 
pick-up location to a public place where the client would feel safer, such as the children's 
school or a police precinct, but the mother refused. Mr. G. was unable to see his daughters 
because their mother was demanding he pick them up from her house, a potentially unsafe 
location. Mr. G. believed that he would be attacked again if he went to her home. He moved 
to be closer to his daughters. When he came to MLA he had been denied access to his 
children for more than six months.

With assistance from Pro Bono Attorney Richard Lebovitz, after two hearings, Mr. G. was 
awarded sole legal and primary physical custody of his daughters. He and his two young 
daughters are under one roof, reunited, and safe.

SUCCESS STORY

“Attorney Richard 
Lebovitz’s dedication 
to the delivery of pro 
bono legal services has 
created lasting change 
for Mr. G. and his family. 
Without Mr. Lebovitz’s 
pro bono support, Mr. 
G. would not have 
been able to navigate 
the complexities of a 
modification of custody 
matter and achieve 
meaningful access  
to justice.”
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
FOR PRO BONO, ANGUS 
DERBYSHIRE, ESQ.

This help saved my daughters′ lives. MR. G., MLA CLIENT“ ”
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Advocates and Staff 
Stand up for  
Disabled Seniors
Mr. J. is hearing impaired and 
experienced homelessness for eight 
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
His name reached the top of the 
waiting list for subsidized housing for 
elderly and disabled individuals, but his 
application was denied. Staff Attorney 
Amy Siegel represented Mr. J. at his 
administrative appeal hearing before a 

hearing officer. After struggling with the 
housing authority the week before to 
have them provide a way to adequately 
accommodate the client’s disabilities 
for his virtual hearing, Attorney Siegel 
called upon MLA’s IT Specialist Jayne 
Hansen for help. 

Jayne immediately arranged to be 
present at MLA’s Anne Arundel/Howard 
office the morning of the hearing. She 
also configured a way to set up a safely-
distanced, private computer station 
for the client to hear, see and be seen, 
and fully participate in his Zoom-based 

administrative hearing. This involved 
connecting video through an MLA 
laptop, connecting to audio and the 
microphone through the client’s cell 
phone, and ensuring the hearing was 
closed captioned. 

Jayne went out of her way to find 
a creative solution which ultimately 
helped Mr. J.’s attorney win his case. 
He was provided subsidized housing 
and is no longer experiencing 
homelessness.

SUCCESS STORY 

“

”

I truly do not have words sufficient to 
thank you. You knew exactly what you 
were doing, and you did it beautifully. 
You really did. You've also restored 
some of my faith that there are actually 
good people out there. I absolutely 
love people that do spectacular work. 
MR. J., MLA CLIENT

Pictured above:  
IT/Network Specialist Jayne Hansen
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Attorneys and Paralegals Join Forces Helping Clients Avoid Eviction
Ms. J. lived in an apartment, and was late on her rent 
payments. She was living with bed bug issues on a daily 
basis, and sharing one bathroom with 11 other tenants on the 
floor on which she lived. With eviction looming, she sought 
out Maryland Legal Aid (MLA) after receiving a Failure to Pay 
Rent notice from her landlord. Although there were serious 
maintenance issues with Ms. J.'s apartment and the rest of the 
building, Ms. J.’s landlord was relentless, and threatened to 
evict her. MLA’s Staff Attorney Douglas Nivens, II and Paralegal 
Phillip Middleton worked together to research the landlord’s 
rental license. They found that while the client's landlord 
received his rental license on March 11, 2021, he requested  
that the Court recognize the license as being effective  
October 22, 2020, the date he applied for the license. 

The landlord argued that he could not obtain a license due 
to closures created by the COVID-19 pandemic. With help 
from the Baltimore City Department of Housing & Community 
Development, Douglas and Phillip successfully argued that 
the landlord had no legitimate excuse for waiting five months 
to complete his license application. The Court dismissed the 
landlord's complaint with prejudice, freeing Ms. J. from any 
rent liability for the months that the property was unlicensed, 
and awarded judgment in favor of Ms. J. She was allowed to 
stay in the house and avoid $3,457.50 in rent liability for the 
months that the property was unlicensed. 

SUCCESS STORY 
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CLIENT GRATITUDE 

Ms. Shutinya worked tirelessly to ease my 

concerns and was readily available to answer  

all of my questions. I wanted to pass along  

this note of deep gratitude and appreciation  

for  Ms. Shutinya!

    All the best, Mr. K. 

I want to personally 

say thank you 

so much, you are 

a great attorney 

and I would highly 

recommend you. 

Ms. H.

I am writing t
o expre

ss my appre
ciation

  

for the
 except

ional de
dicatio

n and  

client c
ommitment I r

eceived
 from  

Ms. Peggy
 Ramin! 

She was poig
nant, c

ompassion
ate, an

d 

inform
ative. S

he told
 me exact

ly what we 

needed 
to do t

o get t
he ball 

rolling 
and I fe

lt 

as thou
gh a weight h

ad been
 lifted 

from my 

shoulde
rs immediately

 follow
ing tha

t call.

There ar
e no w

ords to
 approp

riately
 expres

s 

the dep
th of m

y grati
tude; t

his email is m
y 

attempt to e
ven scr

atch th
e surfa

ce.

Sincere
ly, Ms. L. 
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Words cannot express how grateful I am for your 

help and the help of your team. I know we still 

have the appeal hearing to get through but the 

money was just deposited in my account and it is 

a certified life changer. 

You have positively changed my life and the life 

of my family. Thank you so much from the bottom of 

my heart. If you ever doubt what you do please 

know you made my family's life better and I am 

sure we aren't the only ones.

Thank you, Mr. R.

THANK YOU for all your time 
and resolving my Homeowners 
Association (HOA) debt collection 

problem. You have been so helpful in 

this negotiation. I could not of done 

this without your determination 
to get this settlement. This is a 
large amount of money and I am 
eternally grateful for your help. 
Maryland Legal Aid is a great 
service to seniors.

Today, I received notification from Ms. Tiffany 

Robinson from the MDOL that the request to waive 

my overpayment has been approved. I went into my 

account in the Beacon system and the overpayment 

is no longer showing. This evening, I cried and 

prayed to God countless times thanking Him for my 

blessings, then cried some more. You are an angel!

I want to thank you for your unending support 

during a very difficult time in my life. Ms. 

Gordon, like after a dark storm, you came like a 

rainbow that gives hope. I appreciate all the time 

you and your assistants spent working on my 

case. Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can ever 

reciprocate in any way. — All the best, Ms. R.  
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5,360
Individuals assisted in 

underserved communities 
through the Lawyer  

in the Library program

UPDATES

All Staff & Board Conference
On November 16, MLA and MCLA held its 2021 
All Staff & Board Conference virtually. The 
theme of this year's conference was “Resilience 
in the Pursuit of Justice,” and the keynote 
speaker was former Harlem Globetrotter, and 
current community leader and humanitarian, 
Choo Smith. Mr. Smith is pioneering the “Choo 
Smith Communiversity,” a one-of-a-kind space 
in Baltimore with wraparound services for the 
community. The conference featured a wide 
range of sessions on poverty as a barrier to 
justice, disability access, right to counsel in 
evictions, the impact of fines and fees on access 
to justice, Microsoft tips and tricks, ethics and 
professional responsibility, trauma-informed 
representation, how to tell a client’s story,  
and self-care. 

MCLA Update
Through a contract with the Maryland Judiciary, the Maryland Center for 
Legal Assistance (MCLA), a wholly-owned subsidiary of MLA, operates 
District Court Help Centers in Baltimore City, Cambridge, Catonsville, Glen 
Burnie, Hagerstown, Rockville, Salisbury, and Upper Marlboro, and the 
Maryland Courts Help Centers in Frederick and Annapolis (call center). In 
December, MCLA's District Court Help Center in Rockville held a grand 
opening celebration and ribbon-cutting ceremony. Montgomery County 
District Court Administrative Judge Sherri D. Koch, the Honorable Chief 
Judge Joseph M. Getty from the Maryland Court of Appeals, the Honorable 
Chief Judge John P. Morrissey from District Court of Maryland, MLA's 
Executive Director Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., and MCLA's Supervising Attorney 
Nicole Katrivanos each gave remarks followed by the ribbon cutting. In 
2021, MCLA recorded 21 new webinars, available on-demand, including 
topics such as: filing for divorce, child custody, rent related debt, rent 
escrow and filing for expungement.

133,706 Visitors assisted by the 
Maryland Courts Help and  
District Court Help centers in 2021  
491 Pro Bono Hours
682 Litigants Assisted  
(by pro bono attorneys)

Mobile Law Library  
Launches in Baltimore County
Baltimore County Public Library, in partnership with Maryland Legal Aid, 
debuted its Mobile Library Law Center in July. The mobile service offers 
free legal services in areas such as bankruptcy, child custody and support, 
debt collection, expungements, government benefits, housing, landlord/
tenant, veterans’ benefits, and unemployment benefits to underserved 
areas of the county. 

The mobile unit is specifically intended to serve residents with disabilities, 
seniors, veterans and those who are economically disadvantaged. 

“
”

We are proud to be the first library system in 
the country to own and operate a mobile legal 
vehicle, servicing those who don’t have access 
to legal help.
Baltimore County Public Library Director  
Sonia Alcántara-Antoine
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Community Lawyering Initiative
MLA’s Community Lawyering Initiative brings life-changing legal assistance 
directly to underserved neighborhoods. The concept for the Initiative began 
in 2015 when MLA launched a weekly Lawyer in the Library program at 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library’s Pennsylvania Avenue Branch following the 
civil unrest in Baltimore. As awareness of the program increased and the 
need for civil legal services and criminal record expungements became 
more apparent, MLA answered the demand for services by designating 
staff and recruiting pro bono attorneys, paralegals, and law students to help 
serve clients through the Initiative. MLA’s Community Lawyering Initiative 
includes a number of weekly and monthly legal and expungement clinics 
coordinated and hosted in partnership with community organizations from 
around the state, as well as an expansion of the Lawyer in the Library 
program to other library locations throughout Maryland. In 2021, the 
Initiative opened approximately 5,300 new cases statewide.

MLA’s celebrated Community Lawyering Initiative, shifted from virtual “Know 
Your Rights” educational presentations, provided throughout 2020 through 
various social media platforms, back to in-person legal clinics offered in 
collaboration with a number of community partners. In 2021, MLA’s seminal 
Lawyer in The Library program assisted 5,360 individuals in underserved 
communities through 190 clinics offering free legal services. Working 
together, MLA attorneys, paralegals, and administrative staff, along with 
volunteer attorneys and law students provided real avenues to assist and 
inform individuals about their legal rights.

 

“
”

These Coats & Clinics events help us build trust 
in the community, while we carry out our main 
mission of providing legal assistance. The MLA 
staff encompasses what a human rights lawyer  
is—a total lawyer!
MLA Executive Director Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.

Lawyer in the Schools
45 CLINICS /  

1,984 INDIVIDUALS 
assisted at 10 school locations through  

Lawyer in the Schools program

Coats and Clinics
In November and December, Maryland Legal Aid partnered with 
Clothes4Souls, Macy’s, and local community organizations to distribute 
over 3,000 new coats to adults and children in need in Baltimore City, 
Annapolis (Anne Arundel County), Laurel (Prince George’s County), and 
Silver Spring (Montgomery County). In addition to a free coat, financially 
eligible adults also received free help to resolve their civil legal issues and 
expunge their criminal records. Sixty coats were also donated to the Bar 
Association of Baltimore City for their Holiday Party for Children Living in 
Homeless Shelters. 

Approximately 5,300 new cases opened statewide 
through the Lawyer in the Library program  
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PRO BONO PROGRAM
MLA's Pro Bono Program provides attorneys with opportunities to learn new areas of law through 
trainings, legal clinics, participation in MLA's task forces on substantive areas of law, and mentorship. 
In 2021, 183 pro bono attorneys provided legal assistance to clients.

Paul Ackerman
Castell Abner 
Richard L. Adams, III
Sarah Altschuller
Deborah Arnold
Josephine Bahn
Rebecca Baird
Keshia Denise Baird
Michael Bakhama
Hasson Barnes
Seth Blonder
Mary Blythe
Jacob Bradshaw
James Bragdon
Kimberly Braslow
Erno Bucky
Yolanda Renee Byrd
Elizabeth Caires
Sherrese Campbell 
William Cameron
Shannon Carroll
Christopher Chaulk
Jay Chen
Mary Rose Cook
Stephen Craig
Cheryl Crumpton
Kimberley Curry
Sudipta Das
Rachel Davakis
Paul Day
Aaron DeGraffenreidt
Patrick DeGravelles
Rina Desai
Joanna Diamond
Ray Dibiagio
Tim Dickens
Michael Dowling

Maureen Dry-Wasson
Anneke Dunbar-Gronke
Lynne Durbin
Karen Elliott
Melissa Ertler
Martina Evans
Abbie Flanagan
Domonique Flowers
Jason Foltin
Rebecca Freedman
Stanford Gann, Jr.
Joseph Githuku
Susan Goebel-Nolan
Carin Golze
Janie Gonzalez
Elizabeth Grdina
Nakita Green
Johnathan Griffith
Leslie Guthrie
Wendy Hadfield
Robert L. Hanley, Jr. 
Kay Harding
Megan E. Harmon
Marilyn Jill Harris
Margaret Henn
Brandyn Hicks
Kia Latrice Higgins
Lorenzo Holloway
Angela Holloway
Ryan Horka
Michael Howson
Daniel Hurson
Alisha L. Jacobsen
Susan Jameson
Mitterand Jean-Francois
Chris Jennison
Marissa Joelson

Jordan Jones
Jennifer Jones
Brendan Kelly
Nashona Kess
Ericka King
Letoria Knight
Gabrielle Kohlmeier
Nicole Kozlowski
Kaitlyn Krall
Nicole Kreisheh
Kanisha R. Laffitte
Danli Lan
Melissa Lauderdale
Mike Levin
Ryan Lewis
Cristine Evans LoVetro
Jan Lukas
David Manoogian
Laura Mayberry
Timothy McCormack
Nicholas McDaniels
Patricia McLean
Marcus Meeks
Jordan Meyer
Sayra Meyerhoff
Andrew Miller
Penny Minna
Ogechi Muotoh
Jennifer Nance
Abby Nathans
Leslie Nettleford
Abel Njonguo
James Nolan
Catherine Norton
Jennifer Nowak
Marilyn Ogburn
Lee Ogburn

Chelsea Ortega
Bridget Celena Pacheco
Eddy Park
Aaron Parker
Octavia Parks
Nicholas Patten
Matthew F. Penater
Mary Penn
Joel L. Perrell, Jr.
Kenneth Perry
Jason Piatt
Kenneth Pollack
Heather Polzin
Jasmine Pope
Pamela Powell
Jo Price
Emily Puhl
Nicholas Pycha
Joseph Quinn
Jessica Raba
David Ralph
Kiyanoush Razaghi
Kasey Reisman
Miriam Rhoden
Ellen Rice
Meaghan Richmond
Rachael Roberts
Mai Robertson
John N. Rose
Sheronda Rose
Daniel Rosenberg
Julia Rowland
Laurice Royal
Daniel Rubin
Ryan Rupe
Jason Schaefer
Lisa Settles

Nicole Seymour
Jason Shafer
Stephen Sherman
Beverly Sikora
Thomas G. Slater
Brandon D. Sousa
Thomas  Spring
James Stewart
Harrison Stone
Robert  Summers
Megan Sunderland
Joshua Swanner
Timothy F. Swanson
Darryl Tarver
Sakinah Tillman
Angela Townsend-Williams
Erin Tripathi
Bryan Upshur
Laura Venezia
Gerard Vetter
Te-Mika Warner
Sabrina Wear
Michael Wentworth
Kate Whitesell
Kimberley Wieke
Linda Wiles
Amy Wilson
Alicia Wilson
Diane Wilson
Wendy Wolock
Patrick Woodhouse
Viola A. Woolums
Ruhe Yilma
Jeremy Zacker
Robert L. Zentz

PRO BONO AND LEADERSHIP
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Equal Justice Council
MLA’s Equal Justice Council (EJC) actively promotes 
equal access to justice for Maryland’s most economically 
disadvantaged and vulnerable residents by increasing 
and diversifying MLA’s resources, financial and otherwise, 
and serving as ambassadors on behalf of MLA. The EJC is 
composed of managing attorneys from Maryland’s top law 
firms and other prominent members of the Maryland Bar and 
corporate community. 

EQUAL JUSTICE COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 
Co-Chairpersons: 
Martin S. Himeles, Jr., Esq. 
Lee H. Ogburn, Esq.	

Equal Justice Associates
MLA’s Equal Justice Associates (EJA) comprises attorneys 
under the age of 40 who support MLA’s mission of providing 
equal access to civil legal assistance for low-income 
Marylanders through pro bono service and fundraising. 
In addition to organizing pro bono service opportunities, 
fundraising activities, and social networking events, EJA 
members also receive high quality training and mentoring 
from MLA attorneys in a variety of practice areas. 

EJA LEADERSHIP 

Chair: Darryl L. Tarver, Esq. 

Vice Chair: Ernie Dominguez, Esq. 

Secretary: Aaron DeGraffenreidt, Esq. 

Treasurer: Alicia Shelton, Esq. 

Member-At-Large: Megan E. Davis, Esq. 

Pro Bono Chair: Joanna Diamond, Esq. 

2021 Managing Partners’ Breakfast 
On Tuesday, November 30, Maryland Legal Aid and the Equal 
Justice Council held the first in-person Managing Partners’ 
Meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic began. The event was 
held at the Baltimore office of Miles & Stockbridge, where 31 
leaders of the private bar in Maryland gathered to hear about 
the transformative impact MLA has had on clients during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Honorable Joseph M. Getty, Chief Judge of the Maryland 
Court of Appeals, was the featured speaker, while EJC Co-
Chair Lee Ogburn spoke about what inspired him to join 
MLA as a full-time staff attorney in 2021, after a celebrated 
42-year career at Kramon & Graham. Janine Scott, Chief 
Attorney of MLA’s Baltimore County office, also spoke about 
the successes and challenges of leading her team’s work 
in Baltimore County. Special thanks to Jessica duHoffmann, 
partner at Miles & Stockbridge and member of both the MLA 
Board and EJC, for again hosting a wonderful meeting. This 
event helps bring attention to the EJC’s annual Campaign 
for Equal Justice, which raised $303,000 in support of MLA’s 
mission in 2021.

Clients are inspirational.  
There’s more that unites 
us than separates us.
MLA Staff Attorney Lee Ogburn

Photos from Managing Partners’ Breakfast at Miles & Stockbridge

“

”
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*Supreme Partners for Justice 
contributed at least $300 per 
Maryland attorney or $25,000+

PREMIER PARTNERS 
$50,000 TO $99,999
Leonard and Helen R. Stulman 
Charitable Foundation
Venable Foundation, Inc.*

MVP PARTNERS 
$25,000 TO $49,999
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
The David and Barbara B. 
Hirschorn Foundation
George W. McManus, Jr. 
Foundation Fund of the Baltimore 
Community Foundation
Mental Wellness Foundation
Kramon & Graham P.A.*

VIP PARTNERS 
$10,000 TO $24,999
The Alvin and Fanny B. Thalheimer 
Foundation
Ballard Spahr, LLP*
Community Foundation  
of Howard County
Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, LLP
The George L. Shields  
Foundation, Inc.
Brian Hochheimer & Marjorie Wax
Laverna Hahn Charitable Trust
Sayra & Neil Meyerhoff
Miles & Stockbridge
Oliveri & Tammadge, LLC*
Sally S. & Decatur H. Miller  
Private Foundation
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr, LLP
United Way of Central Maryland
Warren Oliveri &  
McGennis Williams
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP
William O. Goldstein Fund
Zuckerman Spaeder, LLP*

CORNERSTONE 
PARTNERS 
$5,000 TO $9,999
Paul D. Bekman 
Bekman, Marder, Hopper, 
Malarkey & Perlin*
Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP*
Honorable Andre M. Davis
Denise & Philip Andrews  
Family Foundation
Goodell DeVries
Grace Anne Dorney Koppel 
Elizabeth K. Moser
Patrick A. Moulding
Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl*
Kerry D. Staton
Schochor, Federico and Staton, P.A.*

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS 
$2,500 TO $4,999
Sarah and Mark Anderson
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C.
Blades & Rosenfeld, P.A.*
Combined Federal Campaign-
National Capital Area
Nancy Whiteman Greene
Heidi Ann Hansan 
Paula & Martin Himeles

Iliff, Meredith, Wildberger & 
Brennan, P.C.*
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.
Lee and Marilyn Ogburn
Nelson Mullins
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP
Gerald Daniel Shealer, Jr.
Saiontz & Kirk, P.A.*
Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.
Matthew Smith
Gustava E. Taler 
Richard James Ufford &  
Roberta Jean Ufford
Daniel Stephen Volchok 
Richard L. Wasserman 

PARTNERS 
$1,000 TO $2,499
Adelberg, Rudow, Dorf &  
Hendler, LLC
Association of Corporate Counsel- 
National Capital Region
B. Azan
Baldwin | Seraina*
Honorable Carol Baumerich
The Benevity Community  
Impact Fund
Courtney Ann Blair
Carlos A. Braxton 
Peter M. Brody
Lauren Buckler-Duncan
Samuel H. Clark, Jr.
Ward B. Coe III
Jessica A. duHoffmann 
Lynne M. Durbin 
Ellin & Tucker
Honorable John F. Fader II  
and Mrs. Kathryn K. Fader
Robert Carey Fallon
Jason W. Fernandez 
Henry E. Fessler
Guy E. Flynn
Michael and Patricia Genz
Robert T. Gonzales
The Gorfine Foundation, Inc.
William L. Henn, Jr.
Samuel Henry
Charles S. Hirsch
Edward F. Houff
Hylton & Gonzales*
John B. Isbister
Jackson Lewis
Peter E. Keith
Anthony W. Kraus
Joan F. Little
Anna A. Mahaney
Carole Martens
Kathy and Jim Mathias
Emmett F. McGee
Patricia McLean
McGuireWoods, LLP
Megan K. Mechak
Dr. John Meyerhoff and  
Mrs. Lenel Srochi-Meyerhoff
Jeffrey Natterman
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
Joanne E. Pollak
Ropes & Gray
Susan Dishler Shubin -  
In memory of Dr. Charles Shubin
Stuart O. Simms

Bobbie G. Steyer
George Taler and Cindy Renoff
Steuart H. Thomsen
Erin Troland
Raymond G. Truitt
Tydings & Rosenberg, LLP
Ralph S. Tyler, III
Honorable Thomas J. S. Waxter, Jr.
Simon P. Wing
Anonymous

ASSOCIATES FOR 
JUSTICE 
$500 TO $999
Honorable Karen H. Abrams
Michael J. Baxter
Brian Bayne 
Michael Beder 
Cora L. Brown
Mont Brownlee 
Brendan Burns
David L. Cahn Charitable Fund -  
In honor of Stuart Simms
Maureen T. Cannon
Kevin P. Connelly
Honorable Donna Dawson
Suzzanne W. Decker
Justin Elszasz
Honorable James Eyler and 
Honorable Deborah Eyler
Honorable Matthew J. Fader
David J. Federbush
Jerome G. Geraghty
Jo M. Glasco
Matthew Hall
Karen Hardwick
Jacquenette Helmes
Laybaa Hernandez
Patrick Hughes
Jonas Jacobson 
Milos Jovanovic
Melissa Junge
Andrew Keir
Paul W. Kim
Jeffrey D. Komarow
Francine and Allan Krumholz
Michael Love
Kevin G. McAnaney
Megan McGinnis 
Daniel Mendelsohn
Phoebe & Ray Meyer
Robert L. Miller 
Kevin Mills
Mitchell Y. Mirviss
Joseph T. Moran, Jr.
Timothy Munn
William J. Murphy
Kip Naugle
Honorable Douglas R. M. Nazarian
James J. Nolan, Jr. -  
In honor of Charles Dorsey, Jr.
Stephen J. Nolan
Beth Pepper
Kathleen Pontone
Kelly A. Powers 
Jeffrey P. Reilly
Darling R. Richards
Michael B. Rosenzweig
Dorene Rothmann
Scott Sargrad

Sanford D. Schreiber
Kristin and David Shapiro -  
In memory of J. Michael McWilliams
Nathan E. Siegel
Alice L. Sternberg
Rachel Urdan
Claudia Vitale
Rebecca A. Weaver
J. W. Thompson Webb
Isaac Weingram

SUPPORTERS FOR 
JUSTICE 
$200 TO $499
Amit Agarwal
Lesley Atkins
Elizabeth Atkinson
Sarah Balcom
Paul J. Ballard
Ruben Ballesteros
Kimberly J. Barr
Howell S. Baum
Jeffrey Bayne
John W. Beckley
Rayanne T. Beers
Honorable Robert M. Bell
Cathy & Woods Bennett -  
In honor of Lee Ogburn
Jennifer Berkeley
Samuel Berman
Ambika Biggs 
Bradley Bloodworth
Neil Bloom 
Dr. John K. Boitnott
Carol Borden 
Edwin Bouton -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr
David A. Bowers 
Courtenay Brinckerhoff
Sylvia Brokos
L. Tracy Brown
Deborah Carpentier
Robert M. Cattaneo
Christine Clements 
Vincent Colatriano
John Connolly
Melinda Coolidge 
Marie Jo Corry - Dedicated to 
Tommy Raskin & the Raskin Family 
Christopher Crawford
Megan Davis
Kathleen M. Donahue
James C. Doub
Mary Fran Ebersole 
Howard R. Erwin
Lyons Gate Homeowners 
Association - In memory of  
Carlos A. Braxton
Molly Ferraioli
Maria Filardi 
Jessica Finberg
Andrew Freeman
Annette R. Fries
Linnette M. Garber
Gibb & Riley, LLC
David Gleason
Leonard Goodman
Alexandra Gordon
Ann & Michael Hankin -  
In honor of Marilyn and  
Lee Ogburn

Kay N. Harding
Angela Katherine Hart
Van Hilderbrand
Todd R. Hippe
Jacob Howley
Jonathan Huber
Masamichi Inoue
Honorable Ronald H. Jarashow
Curtis E. Jewell
William A. Kahn
Marla Kanefsky -  
In memory of J. Michael McWilliams 
Lawrence King -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr
Dennis V. Kinsolw, Jr. -  
In memory of Diane Kinslow
Suzanne Korff
David Korvin 
Joseph La Flamme
Janet LaBella
Howard Lavine
William Leibovici
Honorable John Leidig
Melissa and Brian Lessenberry
Ari Levin 
Edward J. Levin
Andrew Lin
F. Ford Loker
Susan H. Longley
Cullen Macbeth 
Earl W. MacFarlane
Kenneth Markison
Sharon Marshall
Michelle Martin
Angela Martz
Honorable Albert J. Matricciani, Jr.
Jolie Matthews
Thomas McDonough
Robert McKenney 
Alexandra Meeks
Amanda Mencik
Kristin Merritt 
Pamela Milan
Herbert B. Mittenthal
Carl Lewis Moore 
Sarah Morgan
Steven Mullen
Sarah Murray 
Jeffrey H. Myers
Margaret Ann Nolan - Dedicated 
to John T. & Margaret C. Nolan
Andrew James Opiola
Charles H. Palmer, III
Hong Park
Susan M. Pellegrino
Zachary S. Price
Eric Ransom
Megan Renfrew
Kirill Reznik 
Melissa Rhea 
Ronald E. Richardson
Darren Riley 
Tracey Russell -  
In memory of Carlos Braxton
Joanna Ruth
David Lee Rutland
William Ryan 
Mr. David Salkeld
William C. Sammons - In memory 
of J. Michael McWilliams 

DONORS
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Elliott L. Schoen
Angela Shemuha 
Keith Shiner
Cortney Slager 
Phillip C. Stillman
Jennifer Streets 
Cassandra Sutton
Maurice C. Taylor
Errol Thompson
Damon Trazzi 
Dhananjay Vaidya
Robin H. Villanueva
Louis Willemin
Kim Wilson
David Wise 
Richard Wright 
Abby Wright
Frances Wright
Charles E. Yocum
Claudia Zuckerman
Linda M. Zumbrun

ADVOCATES FOR 
JUSTICE 
UP TO $199
Charles Abbott
Chijioke Akamigbo
Lynn H. Albizo
Kathleen Alexander -  
In memory of Carlos Braxton
AmazonSmile Foundation
Michael Anderson
Jose Anderson
John Andryszak
John Annand
Richard Arsenault
Simma Asher
Associated Catholic 
Charities
Jennifer Mary Auger
Alexander Ayer
Renata Jeanne Baker
Nathaniel Balis
Mathew Ballenger
Tanya Baria -  
In memory of Carlos Braxton
Susan Howe Baron
Ermita Barthelemy
Cecily Baskir
Luann Battersby
Samuel Bayne
Jim Becker
Deborah Beers
Juliana Bell
Avonne Bell
David E. Beller
Victoria Berghel
Rachel Wolpert Bitter
Shellie Blakeney
Johnetta Boston
Megan Bowen
Deborah Boyd
Linda M. Boyd
Kate B. Briscoe
John Briski
John Britton
John M. Broaddus
Elena Broder-Feldman
Dorrell Brooks
Joshua Brooks

Gloria Brown -  
In honor of David Axinn
Honorable David S. Bruce
Rob Bryan
Sherry Lynn Burke
Alton K. Burton
Adam Byers
Lauren Calia
Karin Calimano
Arlene Callender
Gregory Care
Robert Carlson - In memory 
of J. Michael McWilliams
David Carmack
Paula M. Carmody
Frank Carpenter
Barty Carr - In memory of  
J. Michael McWilliams
Nicole Carroll
Amy Carroll
Mr. Michael Caruso
Jane Carver - In memory of 
J. Michael McWilliams
Mark Cather
Mark Chalpin
Jacqueline Chan
Bambi Chapin
Rosana Chavez - In honor of 
Sherman James Taylor III
Regina Chester
Antonia Chion - In memory 
of Edward Stuart Dorman
Jean Choma
Anthony F. Christhilf
Keefe Clemons
Michele L. Cohen
Jessica Cole
Janice Cole
Lisa Cole
Maudisa Collins
Michelle Compton
Honorable  
Charlotte M. Cooksey
Suzanne Cooper
Marcus W. Corwin
Graham Cowger
Lisa Crandall
Carol Crawford
William Crockett, Jr.
Gislin Dagnelie
Debra Daniel
Sandra Daniel
Christopher Daniels -  
In honor of  
James Perry Daniels, Sr.
Celia Anderson Davis
Michael A. Dean
Puja DeWire
Edward Dexter
Neil J. Dilloff
Sean Dixon
Lawrence Doan
Francis Dolard
Alyssa Domzal
W. R. Donovan
Rodney Douglas
Roger A. Doumar
Susan DuMont
Darlene Dunn -  
In honor of Andrew
Sara B. Eagle
Kimberly K. Egan
Zachary S. Ehudin
Mahasin S. El Amin
John Enterline
Jessica Fegan
Holli Feichko

Melissa Feliciano
Steven Ferrell
Christy Fisher
Tony Fleecs -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr
Mark Forseth
Stanley Freeman
Steven D. Frenkil
Anne Fresia
Amy M. Froide
April Gassler
Vickie Gaul
Manuel R. Geraldo
James Gerard
Shanyn Gillespie
Edward J. Gillis
Stephen Godoff
Jonathan Gold
Robin Goldman
Julia Gordon
Frederick Grant
Lily Graves
Thomas Guild
Keith Haddaway
James Hafey
Kim Hall
Lisa B. Hall
Marie Hamilton
Jo Ann Hare
Richard Harkins
Honorable  
Glenn T. Harrell, Jr.
Kelvin Harris
Robin E. Harvey
Joy Hatchette
Tiera Hawkes
Judith D. Heimlich
Mel Hiers
Susan Hong
Katerina Horska
Christine Hughes
Hina Hussain
Christopher Hutcherson
Reed Hutner
Kellie Isbell
Jean Jacquemetton
Ranak Jasani
Marcus Jenkins
Rhonda Jeter
Ora Johnson
LaShawn Johnson
Michael Johnson
Quincey Johnson
Gwendolyn A. Johnson
Bruce Jurist
Wendy L. Kahn
Joshua Kahn
Paul Kaplun
Radhika Karmarkar
Jahit Kavurt
Benjamin A. Kelley
Michael Kentoff -  
In memory of Susan Kentoff
Jeanette J. Ketcham
Walter R. Kirkman
Mark A. Kirsch
James Kleiler
Jeff Klein
Amy Klein
Benjamin Klubes
Laura Knox
Jessica Kosteva
Kathryn M. Kowalczuk
Perie Koyama
Lynn Krause
Richard J. Kutchey

Mary B. Kwei
Rebecca Landon -  
In honor of Michael Tzou 
Lisa Larson
Arthur LaRue
Alan Lawhead
Aaron Lee
Stephen M. Legendre
Lilian Leifert
Kenneth Lemberg
Erica LeMon
Stephen H. Levitt
Bruce Levy
Danielle Lindermuth
Steven Link
Bridget Littlefield
Tarrant H. Lomax
Mario Lovo
Charles Lubar
David Luna -  
In memory of Mom
Merry Lymn
Robert P. Lynch
Anna MacCormack -  
In honor of Emily Miller Rody
Ava-Lisa F. Macon
Matt Maher
Leonard Maisel
Karl Malloy
Camille Malone
Ronald Maltz
Frederick Mandir
Nicholas Manicone
Jeffery H. Marks
Laura Maroldy
Ted Martin
David Martinez
Jonathan Massey
Fred Masterson
Yvonne Mathews -  
In memory of  
Geraldine Jones
Daniel Mayer
Tyler Mays
Nancy J. McCaig
Erika McCallister
John E. McCann, Jr.
Michael McGinn
Darius McHenry
Brendan McTaggart
Edelen McWilliams -  
In memory of  
J. Michael McWilliams
Alison McWilliams -  
In memory of J. Michael 
McWilliams
Richard Meader
Richard Medoff
Edward Messina
Robert E. Michelson
John R. Mietus, Jr.
Douglas Miller
Cleaveland D. Miller -  
In memory of  
J. Michael McWilliams
Jeffrey Moore
Daniel Moore
Michelle Morick -  
In memory of Stuart Dorman
Carlton Moss
Daniel Moylan
Erin Murphy - In memory  
of Carlos Braxton
Sarah E. Mutinsky
Ilene J. Nathan
Barry Neuman
Carol Neville -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr

James Nickelsporn
Stephanie Norfolk
Kevin Norris
Denice Norris
Daniel O'Connor
Joseph L. O'Connor
Emily Ohland
Essence Oliver
Jolly Olumbe
John S. O'Shea
Dolores Parr
Caroline Pascal
Phillip Pasternak
PayPal Giving Fund
Thomas G. Peter -  
In memory of  
J. Michael McWilliams
Lynn E. Pickens
Daniel Porter
Marc Postman
Marc W. Pound
Honorable Joan M. Pratt
Ruth Pritchard-Kelly
Bennett Procter
David J. Pugach
Chris Quasebarth
Thomas Quinn
Susan Redpath
Russell R. Reno, Jr.
Arthur Rettinger
David G. Rhodes
Joel Richon -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr
John Q. Riegel
Marc Rindner
Donald B. Robertson
Harriet M. Robinson
David Rody -  
In honor of Emily Rody
Katherine Roe
Jules Rosenberg
Michael Rothberg
Douglas Stuart Rubin
Gerald Ruter
Richard Rydelek
Michael Sacks
Saleem Safdar
Elizabeth Piner Sahu
Mindy Saler
Amelia Samaras
Asha Sampat
Jennifer Schauffler
Robert Scher
Paul Schneider
Cheryl Scott
Richard Scully
Rajni K. Sekhri
Malik Shakur
Rebecca Shank
Lila Shapiro-Cyr
Jody Shaw
Stephen Shaw
Angela Sheehan
Brian Shefferman
John Shin
Barry Simon
Karen Simpson
Marc K. Sloane
Steven Smith
Mark Smith
Rebecca Snyder
Jasmine Solomon
Andrew Sonin
Kathryn A. Stackhouse
Michael Steffen
Robert Stegman

William Steinwedel -  
In memory of Joseph Rohr
Cynthia Stewart
John Stolarz
Eric Stravitz
Kimberleigh Stuart
Joel I. Suldan
Steven Sullivan
Patricia Summer
Michael Sussman
Honorable  
Dennis M. Sweeney
Andrew Sweitzer
Judith K. Sykes
Anne Talley
Jesse Tampio
Julia K. Tanner
Barry Tapp
Rhett Tatum
Lewis J. Taylor
Robert Testoff
Joseph B. Tetrault
James Thomas
Tracy Thomas
Anthony Thomas
Ashley Thomas
Paul G. Thomson
Michael Thorsen
Laia Tiderman
Laura F. Tilley
Jennifer Tosky
Michael Townsley
Ronald Travers
Karen Travis
Gwen Tromley
Martin Trpis
Elizabeth Tucci
Tria Tucker
United Way of Greater 
Philadelphia & Southeastern 
New Jersey 
University of Maryland
Derek Van De Walle
Gerard Vetter
Jeff Viohl
Eric Von Vorys
Jessica Wack
Kamila Walker
Robyn Walters
Anne H. Warner
Alexis Washington
Patricia Weaver
Brian Weeks
Andrew Weiner
Jeffrey Weiss
Sarah Welsh
Kathleen M. Werner
Glenda M. Wheeler
Emily White
Douglas S. Whitney
Angela N. Whittaker-Pion
Louise Williams
Valeria Williams
Mary Galvin Wilson -  
In memory of  
J. Michael Williams
Fred Wolf, III
John S. Wood
Mr. Donald Wysocki
Yin Xu
John Yiasemides
Harold Young, III
Josephine B. Yuzuik
Nati Nadia Zongo
Tina Zou
Anonymous (5)
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Staff
Sierra Abaie 
Sara E. Adams
Kunmi Ageh
Charlotte M. Ahearn
Chijioke Akamigbo
Payton McKenza Aldridge
Kapre Alexander
Koakbar Ali Alexander
Kimberly Jane Alfriend
Nasim Aminnia
Robin Amy
Alice E. Anderson
Kathy G. Anderson
Alle McNorton Andresen
Gregory D. Andrews
Natasha Andrews
Mary M. Aquino
Alex Avdakov
Regina Ann Bacote
Asa Robert Baitch
Jordan E. Baker
Ruben G. Ballesteros
Vindira Balram
Cheryl Barkley-Chiccone
Jamie Diane Miliman Barr
James Bell
Stacy Bensky
Cynthia Berardino
Megan Rector Berger
Dorcey Berndt
Donna Bernstein-Ness
Rachel Ellen Wolpert Bitter
Scott Black
Clarina M. Blackden
Denise Aileen Blake
Russell Bloomquist
Waleska Blotny
Molly M. Bodendorfer
Laurence Boylan
Lindsay Bramble
Natalie Branch
Matthew Braun
Linda Darnell Brooks
Edward Brown
Jacqueline Brown
Shelia Brown
Sheree M. Bryant Davidson
Erica Bullo
John Butler
Todd D. Cagwin
Arlene Callender
Skeitha Campbell
Zachary Cardin
Louise M. Carwell
Chris Chappell
Danielle Chappell
Alec L. Chase
Ashley Fails Cheatham
Kateryna Choma-Knapp
Joshua Sloane Cicala

Katrina Cioni
Barret Claunch
Carrie E. Claussen
Stephen D. Claussen
Andria M. Cole
Barbara A. Coleman
Natalie Coley-Lawrence
Kimberly A. Connaughton
Sara Cook
Teresa Cooke
Deborah L. Corley
Gregory L. Countess
Sunny Cowell
Graham Cowger
Seth Crisler- Smith
Mason Ross Cummings
Valerie S. Cunningham
Makeda Curbeam
Barry Dalin
Timothy Darby
Anna Cykon Davis
Anthony Hayes Davis
Artelia Davis
Nelda Renae Davis
Janet Day
Carly Deegan
Samantha DePasquale
Angus Derbyshire
Sunny Desai
Desiree C. Diggs
Joyce E. Diggs
Yewande Dina
Sheryl Dixon
Claudia Dock
Kelly Mullen Donoho
Nichelle D. Dorsey
Jessica N. Earlbeck
Julianne Edwards-Ransom
Carl Ehrhardt
Yousra A. Elkhalifa
Robin Emerick
Cassandra Belle Erler
Ani Escobar-Martinez
Eric Feldman
Veronique Felix
Keith E. Ferrier
Wanda D. Fields
Jordana Forbes
Karen Foxman
Janelle Williams Frantzen
Christopher Freeman
Patricia R. Freeman
Alex Gadd
Gabriel Garcia
Lagayle Gerald
Mitra Ghahramanlou
Cornelia Bright Gordon
Alexis A. Greene
Karmin Gulley
Tara Adele Gunn
Briana Nicole Gwynn
Norman Hagerman
Renee Elizabeth Hancock

Jayne Hansen
Avril Harding
Janay Harris
Rachel Harris
Kyneashia T. Harrison
Sandra Harrison
Lee M. Heithoff
Lorna M. Henry
Erica Herndon
Gary S. Herwig
Margaret Holmes
Kelly A. Hooper-McCamey
Jumel Howard
Patricia Hughes Mayer
Kathleen Hughes
Shacia Jackson
Robin Jacobs
Alisha LeeRae Jacobsen
John Jeffcott
Chloe Eileen Johnson
Vicki L Johnson
Marcus K. Jones
Nicole Andrews Jones
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.
Karwolo S. Kamei
Jeffrey Kaplan
Adina Katz
Megan Kemp
Keith J Kinack
Erin King
Kim Kitchings-Wilson
Jennifer Lavella
Mary Jo Lazun
Joan Leatherman
Shauna E. Lee
Erica LeMon
Margaret M. Leonard
Joan F. Little
Shathera Monyke Little
Charles Long
Terrell Love
Joseph Lee Loveless
Sai Cheong Lui
Kimberly Anne Lusby
Matthew Curtis Maher
Helen Maness
Ashley Mariner
Yvonne M. Mathews
Charnita Mathias
Margaret Ann Maupin
Erin E. Maze
Nancy J. White McCaig
Hannah R. McCartan
Tess Olivia McClain
Gilda McCullough
Meaghan McDermott
Morgan McManus
Michelle Medlock
Eleanor Marie Meschino
Jennifer Meschino
Jana Meyer
Karen S. Michaels-Johnson
Phillip Middleton

Board of  
Directors
PRESIDENT 
Warren S. Oliveri, Jr., Esq. 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Gwendolyn A. Johnson

TREASURER  
Richard L. Wasserman, Esq.

SECRETARY 
Marquita Wise-Jones

Beth Pepper, Esq. 

Brian P. Hochheimer, Esq.

Neil E. Duke, Esq.

Guy E. Flynn, Esq.

Jessica A. duHoffmann, Esq.

Jo M. Glasco, Esq.

Manny Geraldo, Esq.

Ora Johnson

Phyllis Butler 

Robert T. Gonzales, Esq.

Ronald E. Richardson, Esq.

Executive  
Leadership
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., Esq.

CHIEF COUNSEL 
Stuart O. Simms, Esq.

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
Gustava E. Taler, Esq.

DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL 
Chijioke Akamigbo, Esq.

DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL 
Amy L. Petkovsek, Esq.

CHIEF OF HUMAN  
RESOURCES 
Phillip C. Stillman

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Jennifer Lavella 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
Graham Cowger

DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
John Jeffcott, Esq.

DIRECTOR OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Colleen Russell

DIRECTOR OF GRANTS, 
CONTRACTS & COMPLIANCE 
Jennifer Schauffler

CONTROLLER 
Mitra Ghahramanlou

Statewide  
Advocacy 
Support
DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY FOR 
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Gregory L. Countess, Esq.

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY FOR 
CONSUMER LAW 
Anthony H. Davis, II, Esq.

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
Cornelia Bright Gordon, Esq.

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY FOR 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 
Erica LeMon, Esq.

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY FOR 
FAMILY LAW 
Bobbie G. Steyer, Esq.

Chief 
Attorneys
CECIL/HARFORD OFFICE 
Arlene Callender, Esq.

INTAKE SERVICES 
Natalie Coley-Lawrence, Esq.

BALTIMORE CITY GENERAL 
LEGAL SERVICES 
Sunny K. Desai, Esq.

SOUTHERN MARYLAND OFFICE 
Lee Heithoff, Esq.

CHILD ADVOCACY 
Joan F. Little, Esq.

LOWER AND UPPER EASTERN 
SHORE OFFICES 
Nancy McCaig, Esq.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
OFFICE 
Gilda Claudine “Dini” 
McCullough, Esq.

COMMUNITY LAWYERING 
INITIATIVE 
Meaghan McDermott, Esq.

BALTIMORE COUNTY OFFICE 
Janine Scott, Esq.

MIDWESTERN MARYLAND 
OFFICE 
Nina Shore, Esq.

ALLEGANY/GARRETT OFFICE 
Miriam Sincell, Esq.

ANNE ARUNDEL/HOWARD 
OFFICE 
Joycelyn Stinson, Esq.

PRINCE GEORGE’S  
COUNTY OFFICE 
Vacant 
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Annette Miller
Kathleen Theresa Minton
Megan J. Mishou
Amber K. Mitchell
Harrison Mont
Krystal Montgomery
Lea Munley
Alyssa Michelle Mursch
Alice Mutter
Jennifer Nance
Caroline M. Neal
Monique Nettleford -Bruce
Daria Nikitina
Douglas Edward Nivens, II
Eileen Nnoli
Kristin Noon
Lee Ogburn
Debbie A. Oliver
Zita Orji
Britt-Marie Orr
Brandon Paige
Elizabeth Paige
Katherine Anne Palazzolo
Sarah L. Parsons
Carla Patino
Lisa Payne
Michael Pearson
Ashley Penater
Richard A. Perry
Amy L. Petkovsek
Ashley Phillips
Jeffrey Phipps
Marja K. Plater
Gina E. Polley
Jasmine Nicole Pope
Nicole Portnov
Javaneh Pourkarim
Keishia Lashawn Powell
Jessica Renee Price
Sabrina Pyle
Alana Quint

Andrew W. Rabinowitz
Margaret Ramin
Lisa Rednowers
Joseph M. Risch
Jurgen C. Rivero
Nohora Rivero
Mary Roberts
Victoria Robinson
Ana Rodriguez
Daniel Rosenberg
LeighAnn Smith Rosenberg
Colleen E. Russell
Theodosia Saffo
Jennifer R. Saltzman
Asha Sampat
Elsie G. Sanchez
Olga Maria Santos
Cristen A. Sargent
Darlene E. Savoy
Briana Scarborough
Jennifer Schauffler
Margaret H. Schmidt
Gabrielle Scott
Janine A. Scott
Sara Sellers
Ashley Sewell
Aayushi Shah
Lauren Sharrock
Michael Sheehan
Nina A. Shore
Mariel Shutinya
Amy B. Siegel
Marianne Aumick Sierra
Janis Silva
Stuart O. Simms
Shareice Simpson
Miriam Sincell
Alexis Leigh Sisolak
Barbara Rose Smith
Cheryl Jeanine Smith
Deborah Lewis Smith

Shelly Smith
Tina Clements Smith
Brett David Smoot
Mark David Stave
William Steinwedel
Bobbie G. Steyer
Phillip C. Stillman
Joycelyn Stinson
Alexis Cherise Stokes
Sequoia Stokes
Walker Stump-Coale
Gustava E. Taler
Julianne Tarver
Megan Tawes
Joseph Thomas
Zachary S. Tiblin
James Toliver
Alicia S. Tracey
Andre Tremper
Yulia Tsifrina
Timothy A Turner
Marianne Vanderwiele
Gerald L. Vaudreuil
Evelyn Vernet
Frank Vitale
Frank Voso
Katherine Wade
Patricia Waldman
Kamila Shani Walker
Beth R. Wanger
Tammy Levrone Watts
Sabrina Wear
Shannon M. Weaver
Cassandra Weck
Jennifer Weil
Haimanot B. Wentworth
Douglas Westfall
Erica Wilkinson
Paul Andrew Williams
Shye Williams
Lolita G. Wilson

Kaitlin Logan Wimmer
Morgan M. Winn
Sandra Wooten
LeJuene M. Wynn
Winfield S. Yaw
Cindy Ye
Emily Zia
Christopher Ziemski

Volunteers
Castell Abner, Jr.
Zachary Babo
Evelyn Bowie
Wilma H. Davis
Herb Dubin
Jacob Dziubla
William Elliot Geenen
Marilyn Harris
Natalie Hynum
Teresa Iannoconi
William R. Leahy
Nori Leybengrub
Kyle Maloney
David Manoogian
Ashley McDowell
Rob McGarrah
Sayra Wells Meyerhoff
Marilyn Ogburn
Angeli Rios
Leo Rubinson
Ashli Imyia-Nicole Taylor
Davis Toni
Jeffrey Wetstone
LeJuene M. Wynn

Law Clerks & 
Interns
Danielle Anderson
Gail Anderson
Zachary Babo
Kyle Coleman
Rebecca Cumberbatch
Stephanie DeLang
Brenda Garcia
Samantha Geisinger
Alexandria M. Hodge
Brenda Ann Hurford
David Karpay
Lauren Knowlden
Victoria Long
Erin Lotridge
Mohammed H. Mahfouz
Kyle Maloney
Rachel Margolis
Patience Moore
Danielle Newsham
Laura Opont
Rucha Pandit
Anthony Peluso
Kaitlyn Rentfrow
Amanda Sirleaf
Michelle Nicole Sloan
Jessica Sweeney
Paulina Taniewski
Alexus Viegas
Ilianna Sierra Walker
Michaela Wall
Melanie West
Susan Whaley
Stephanie Yamoah

Each list represents calendar  
year 2021.

IN MEMORIAM
In memory and honor of Maryland Legal Aid 

staff and board members lost in 2021. Their 

dedication, drive, passion and commitment 

to justice will never be forgotten.

Carlos A. Braxton, Esq.

Sheila Brown 

W. Kenneth Freienmuth

Joe Rohr, Esq.

Bobbie Steyer, Esq.
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WAYS YOU  
CAN HELP 
MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE
Your tax-deductible donation 
makes justice a reality for  
low-income Marylanders.

DONATE ONLINE 
Visit mdlab.org to make a one-time  
gift or set up monthly donations.

MAIL A CHECK 
Maryland Legal Aid 
Resource Development Unit 
500 E. Lexington Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202

GIFTS OF STOCK 
Charles Schwab  
Account Name: Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. 
DTC# 0164 
Account #78352614

WORKPLACE GIVING 
United Way: 54 
Maryland Charity Campaign: 520591621 
Combined Federal Campaign: 15755

PLANNED GIFT/BEQUEST 
Include a charitable gift to MLA in your will 
with a call to your lawyer.

For more information, contact  
Director of Development, Graham Cowger,  
at gcowger@mdlab.org or 410-951-7706.

11% Family
Maintaining custody 
of children and 
obtaining, preserving, 
or increasing child 
support
Obtaining protection 
against domestic 
violence
Acquiring critical 
health care

5% Income Maintanance
Obtaining disability and other income assistance

7% Consumer Finance
Remedying fraudulent sales practice  
and predatory contracts
Restoring utilities
Dealing with debts and debt collectors

Education/
Juvenile

Individual 
Rights Health

Wills/Power 
of Attorney/

Trusts

2021 CLIENT CASE TYPES

Each of these equals less than 1%

16% Housing
Fighting unlawful evictions
Advocating for improvement of  
substandard housing
Preventing foreclosures or mitigating their effects

36% Child in Need of Assitance (CINA)
Representing abused and neglected children
Securing educational services

21% Employment
Recovering unpaid wages
Obtaining unemployment benefits
Expunging criminal records to remove  
barriers to employment
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				   2021
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES & SUPPORT* 	 $35,738,513 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 	 $30,409,886 
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 	 $30,527,425

SELECTED FUNDING RECEIVED		
Federal: 	 	

Legal Services Corporation	 $5,235,166
Legal Services Corporation - Pro Bono Innovation Fund	 $53,656

Anne Arundel -  ACDS ARPA COVID	  16,147 
Baltimore City - CDBG CV	  6,822 
Baltimore County CRF Eviction Prevention	  48,826 
Baltimore County ARPA Eviction Prevention	  97,766 
Charles County - ERAP	  35,493 
Frederick County CRF Eviction Prevention	  3,840 
Frederick County - ERAP	  10,959 
Garrett Co. Health Dept. (RCORP-I)	  4,222 
Howard County Eviction Prevention COVID	  60,600 
Legal Assistance to Victims Grant (OVW)	  21,989 
Maryland Housing Counseling Fund - CSBG	  50,000 
Montgomery County Community Development Block	  1,363 
Montgomery County - DHCA EP COVID CARES	  41,209 
Montgomery County - DHCA EP COVID ERA	  27,828 
Prince George's County - Community Development Block 	  40,000 
Prince George's County - Family Justice Center  (VAWA)	  20,941 
Prince George's County - Family Justice Center (VOCA)	  120,000 
Queen Anne's County ERAP	  1,900 
Ryan White / HIV / AIDS Legal Assistance	  138,264 
Violence Against Women's Act (VAWA) 	  43,130 
Violence Against Women's Act (VAWA) - Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)	  394,471 
Wicomico County ERAP	  17,816

Title III-B/Elderly Assistance: Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Calvert, Carroll, Cecil, Charles, 	 436,446 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George's, Queen Anne's and 
St. Mary's Counties; Lower and Upper Eastern Shore

State: 
Maryland Legal Services Corporation (MLSC) - Operating & Challenge 	  11,536,351 
Other MLSC grants for:	
Extended Representation 	
Foreclosure Prevention	  280,035 
Workforce Development	  399,000 
Eviction Prevention	  381,400 

Contracted provision of services for self-represented litigants and representation of abused 	 8,787,612 
and neglected children, victims of domestic violence, developmentally  disabled and mentally ill  
persons confined to mental health institutions through  the Maryland Department of Health,  
parents in child custody matters, and the Maryland Center for Legal Assistance.	

County Grants:	
Baltimore City - Project Serve	  1,782 
Frederick - Community Partnership	  50,000 
Montgomery County Council	  14,864 
Montgomery County - DHCA EP	  47,509 
Prince George's - Community Partnership	

County Grants-In-Aid:	
Anne Arundel	  22,858 
Baltimore City	  146,281 
Baltimore 	  99,167 
Harford 	  38,000 
Howard 	  86,250 

Circuit Court Pro Se Grants:	
Anne Arundel County Family Law Pro Se Project	  176,000 

Private Donations:	
Contributions	  482,634 
Foundations	  190,150

This report contains a summary of 2021 financial information and of selected sources of funding received.  
* SBA Paycheck Protection Program from loans received and expended during 2020 and forgiven in 2021.
Complete audited financial statements are available from Maryland Legal Aid upon request.

SERVED BY COUNTY 2021
	 MLA	 MLA	 MCLA 
	 CASES	 PERSONS	 MATTERS  
		  SERVED	 HANDLED*

Allegany 	  772	 1,840 	 795
Anne Arundel	  4,070	 8,497	 25,691
Baltimore City	  8,742 	 23,914	 16,831
Baltimore County	  2,682	 7,660	 20,861
Calvert 	  415 	 500	 1,509
Caroline 	  76 	 309	 429
Carroll 	  187 	 662	 1,517
Cecil	  284 	 1,429	 1,854
Charles 	  729 	 1,721	 3,444
Dorchester 	  137 	 351	 654
Frederick 	  1,169	 3,331	 5,941
Garrett	 458	 1,286	 198
Harford 	  1,176 	 3,872	 2,688
Howard 	  301 	 1,582	 4,545
Kent	  59 	 257	 155
Montgomery 	  2,655 	 7,335	 13,826
Prince George’s 	  2,634 	 9,021	 20,448
Queen Anne’s 	 81 	 415	 454
St. Mary’s 	  610	 878	 2,042
Somerset	  65 	 847	 539
Talbot 	  112 	 304	 513
Washington 	  335 	 1,655	 2,192
Wicomico 	  353 	 2,345	 3,536
Worcester 	 105 	 545	 1033
Out of State	  106	 492	 451
Undetermined	 –	 –	 1,560

TOTAL	 28,313	 81,048	 133,706

EXPENDITURE ALLOCATION

Program
Services: 83.8% 

Fundraising: 1.0% 

Administration: 15.3%  

85.4% 

1.0% 

13.6%  

20202021

 
* Includes pro se litigants assisted by the Maryland Center for Legal 

Assistance (MCLA) through the District Court Help Resource 
Centers in Baltimore City, and Baltimore, Anne Arundel, Dorchester, 
Montgomery, Prince George’s, Washington, and Wicomico counties, 
the Maryland Courts Help Centers in Annapolis and Frederick, and 
the Anne Arundel Family Law Self-Help Center.

The Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides free 
civil legal services to low-income people in every Maryland community. 
A copy of our current financial statement is available upon request by 
calling our office: (410) 951-7719. Documents and information submitted 
to the State of Maryland under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations 
Act are available from the Office of the Secretary of State, State House, 
Annapolis, MD 21401, for the cost of copying and mailing.

All funds received by the Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. are spent in accordance with 
the Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974, as amended 1977, 42 U.S.C. 
§§ 2996 et. seq., its implementing regulations, 45 C.F.R. § 1600 et. seq., 
and other applicable law.
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Legal Aid Bureau, Inc.
500 East Lexington Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

 
Maryland Legal Aid Office Locations

Allegany/Garrett
138 Baltimore Street
Suite 204
Cumberland, MD 21502

Anne Arundel/Howard 
229 Hanover Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410) 972-2700
(800) 666-8330

3451 Court House Drive
2nd Floor
Ellicott City, MD 21043
(410) 480-1057

Baltimore City
500 E. Lexington Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
Telephone Intake:
(410) 951-7750
866-635-2948
Business Line:
(410) 951-7777 
(800) 999-8904

Baltimore County
215 Washington Avenue 
Suite 305 
Towson, MD 21204 
(410) 427-1800  
(877) 878-5920

Cecil/Harford
103 S. Hickory Avenue
Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 836-8202
(800) 444-9529

Lower Eastern Shore
Dorchester, Somerset,  
Wicomico, Worcester
201 E. Main Street
Salisbury, MD 21801
(410) 546-5511
(800) 444-4099

Midwestern Maryland 
Carroll, Frederick, Washington
22 S. Market Street  
Suite 11 
Frederick, MD 21701
(301) 694-7414 
(800) 679-8813

Montgomery County
600 Jefferson Plaza
Suite 430
Rockville, MD 20852
(240) 314-0373
(855) 880-9487

Prince George’s County
8401 Corporate Drive
Suite 200
Landover, MD 20785
(301) 560-2100
(888) 215-5316

Southern Maryland
Calvert, Charles, St. Mary’s
15045 Burnt Store Road
Hughesville, MD 20637
(301) 932-6661
(877) 310-1810

Upper Eastern Shore
Caroline, Kent,  
Queen Anne’s, Talbot
106 Washington Street 
Suite 101 
Easton, MD 21601
(410) 763-9676
(800) 477-2543

Statewide Programs & 
Resources

Community Lawyering Initiative 
(443) 451-2805

Farmworker Program 
(800) 444-4099

Foreclosure Legal Assistance Project 
(888) 213-3320

Long-Term Care Assistance Project 
(866) 635-2948

Maryland Senior Legal Helpline 
(866) 635-2948

Veterans‘ Hotline  
(443) 863-4040

TTY Users: Call Maryland 
Relay, Dial 7-1-1
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