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Vision 
To lead in providing high-quality legal services; to build on mutual respect for 

clients, staff, and others; to advocate for justice; and to add maximum positive value 

to all who request legal assistance.

Mission 
To provide high-quality legal services to Maryland’s poor through a mix of services 

and to bring about the changes poor people want in the systems that affect them.

For more details on the work of Maryland Legal Aid, please visit www.mdlab.org.
*http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/24000.html

Maryland Legal Aid provides legal advice and representation in the following areas:

Employment
Obtains illegally denied 
unemployment benefi ts

Recovers wages and back pay due

Remedies employment discrimination

Ensures that workers have a safe 
workplace and can express grievances 
about workplace conditions

Housing
Preserves affordable housing

Stops illegal evictions from public and 
subsidized housing and termination or 
denial of housing subsidies

Prevents foreclosures or mitigates 
their effects

Helps persons with disabilities obtain 
and preserve housing

Advocates on behalf of tenant 
organizations, individuals, and families 
for improvement of substandard housing

Prevents homelessness

Remedies discrimination in obtaining 
and preserving housing

Obtains return of security deposits and 
damages for illegal landlord practices

Income Maintenance
Represents persons with disabilities to 
avoid institutionalization

Helps to obtain, preserve, restore or 
increase subsistence income to meet 
basic human needs 

Challenges denial of emergency 
assistance, food stamps, Social Security 
and veterans benefi ts

Consumer
Helps homeowners bilked by foreclosure 
rescue scams

Assists with correcting erroneous 
credit reports

Combats overly aggressive or illegal 
debt-collection activity 

Opposes bank account and wage 
garnishments of income and assets 
needed to meet basic subsistence needs

Enforces sales contracts and warranties

Remedies fraudulent sales practices and 
predatory contracts

Avoids or delays utility terminations

Health
Helps sick children, the disabled and the 
elderly get medical assistance

Helps seniors get Medicaid assistance so 
they can live in their communities

Assists people in preserving the long-
term care placement of their choice

Stops or obtains redress for harmful 
medical treatment

Enforces terms of health or disability 
insurance contracts

Family and Children
Assists custodial parents in maintaining 
custody and in obtaining, preserving or 
increasing child support

Obtains protection from domestic 
violence and secures orders for custody, 
divorce and support for abuse survivors

Helps parents obtain visitation rights, 
guardianships, or adoptions for 
dependent children

Helps stop unwarranted termination of 
parental rights

Obtains or preserves terms of foster 
care placement

Represents abused and 
neglected children

Farmworkers
Educates farmworkers regarding 
their employment rights, including 
wage collection, suitable housing and 
workplace safety, and represents them in 
legal cases in those areas

Educates service providers, government 
offi cials and the public about 
farmworkers’ rights and needs, such as 
language translation, access to social 
services, and job training

Provides assistance to address wage 
non-payment, occupational safety 
violations, and substandard migrant 
camp conditions

Education
Helps children get special education 
services to which they are entitled and 
avoid illegal or unfair school suspensions 
and expulsions 

Maryland Legal Aid also represents 
children in CINA (Child in Need of 
Assistance) proceedings in 12 Maryland 
jurisdictions. Other vulnerable populations, 
such as homeowners facing foreclosure, 
migrant and seasonal farm workers, 
nursing home and assisted living residents, 
and veterans also receive representation 
through special projects.

The focus on human rights
and unmet human needs is often limited to places and 

situations abroad; however, for many people right here in 

Maryland, the issue of unmet, basic human needs is all too 

familiar and real. Recognition of basic human rights has 

strong American roots. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

in his 1941 State of the Union address, presented 

“The Four Freedoms”—freedom of speech, freedom of 

worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear— 

which he proposed should be recognized as fundamental 

to everyone in the world. 

Perhaps the most central of these principles is the freedom 

from want since it impacts every basic human need, 

including safe and adequate housing, affordable health 

care, and livable wages. Ensuring that everyone in the 

world enjoys freedom from want requires society to assess 

its investment in civil matters—particularly civil law—to 

promote dignity, fairness and opportunity for everyone. 

This investment is especially critical for the vulnerable and 

marginalized populations we serve, including people living 

in poverty, abused and neglected children, individuals with 

disabilities, older adults, and veterans.

A major contributing factor to Maryland Legal Aid’s 

adoption of a human rights framework to our practice of 

law was the imperative to provide services and civil legal 

representation for clients that addressed their basic human 

needs and human rights. Recent census data* for the state 

of Maryland indicates that between 2009 and 2013, 9.8 

percent of Maryland residents lived below the poverty 

level. In Baltimore City, where Maryland Legal Aid 

is headquartered, 25 percent of the City's residents live 

below the poverty level.

A simplifi ed, clear-cut assertion of the complex issues 

related to freedom from want is that Basic Human Needs =

Basic Human Rights. This fundamental principle 

compels Maryland Legal Aid to focus on sustaining and 

strengthening each eligible client’s right to thrive.

Maryland Legal Aid’s core work focuses on clients’ unmet 

basic human needs and upholds and preserves the basic 

human rights that address these needs. We provide clients 

with a mix of services that includes high-quality legal 

representation in civil matters and, where appropriate, 

social worker assistance to address barriers—such as mental 

illness—that could interfere with the success of our legal 

representation. The stories in this report draw attention to 

our clients’ most pressing needs, while also highlighting 

their victories and illustrating the fundamental connection 

between basic human needs and basic human rights.

In 2014, the generosity, fi nancial support and other 

contributions of numerous individuals and entities enabled 

Maryland Legal Aid to successfully expand and improve its 

client services to address a number of basic human needs 

of Maryland citizens. We are fortunate to have persevered 

in the face of daunting uncertainties, including reductions 

of fi nancial support from various long-established local 

and national government sources. In the coming years, 

such broad-based support will be even more essential in 

helping Maryland Legal Aid to strengthen its capacity and 

expand its services and programs to enhance the basic 

human rights and fulfi ll the basic human needs of our 

low-income clients. 

We owe an abundance of gratitude and credit to the 

dedicated staff, committed Board members, loyal members 

of the Equal Justice Council, the supportive legislature, and 

a wide circle of funders and friends, most particularly the 

Maryland Legal Services Corporation, for their contributions 

to the collective success we have achieved in navigating 

these challenges to ensure that low-income Marylanders are 

afforded the basic human rights to which each are entitled.

Warren S. Oliveri, Jr., Esq. Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., Esq.
President Executive Director
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When Mrs. W.’s 14-year old son lost his life in a drowning accident 

in 2006, the loss was immeasurable for her and her family. 

Mrs. W. and her husband found solace and kept their son’s memory 

close by relishing every minute spent with their two daughters 

and the many friends who were always visiting their expansive, 

rural property in Frederick County. “Throughout our married 

lives, there were always at least 10 kids playing soccer in our yard, 

running around, laughing and just having a great time,” said Mrs. 

W. Several years later, when one of her daughters followed her 

deceased brother’s long-held dream of joining the military and the 

other prepared to head to college, Mrs. W. and her husband found 

themselves faltering slightly. 

“We defi nitely had empty nest syndrome. 

Going from having kids running around 

our home at least fi ve days a week to so 

much silence…. well, it was a shock for 

us,” Mrs. W. stated. “And I can’t for the life 

of me tell you how it happened, but my 

husband and I decided that we wanted to 

take foster care classes.” From late 2009 

until 2014, Mr. and Mrs. W. provided a safe 

and loving environment for 12 foster care 

children. The last three who entered their 

lives (in the winter of 2012) were biological 

siblings. They, along with their two other 
young siblings, had been placed in foster 
care, in different homes in Frederick County.  

Maryland Legal Aid Staff Attorney Elise 
Snyder met the three siblings who were 
placed with Mr. and Mrs. W. within 
24 hours after Child Protective Services 
(CPS) was called to come to the aid of a 
three year-old boy who was alone and 
riding his bicycle along busy Highway 15. 
An investigation of the birth parents’ home 
followed quickly, resulting in a decision 

by CPS to immediately remove all fi ve 

children from the home.  

“Our goal is always reunifi cation with 

the birth parents,” said Attorney Snyder.  

“However, every child has a human right 

to security and safety.  When a child is 

at risk of being abused or neglected, 

or if there are clear signs of ongoing 

drug abuse by the parents that result in 

neglect and unsafe living situations, then 

reunifi cation may not be in the child's 

best interest.”

As Mrs. W. recalls the fi rst days and weeks 

of welcoming the children to her home, 

she still sounds startled when talking about 

the basic human interactions of which they 

seemed to have no history. “They had 

absolutely no social cues.  If you spoke 

to them, they would just stand there like 

deer in headlights. They didn’t know the 

difference between dirty and clean.  They 

weren’t used to people who didn’t do bad 

things, so they thought that was normal 

and acceptable,” she said. “But what they 

needed most was love and affection, and a 

home where they knew they were safe.”   

When it became clear that the birth 
parents were unable to reunify with their 
children, adoption of all fi ve siblings by 
one family became a top priority. Under 
the direction of Child Protective Services, 
Mrs. W. and the foster mother who cared 
for the other two siblings developed a plan 
to reunite all of the siblings slowly, but 
methodically, under the W.’s roof. Shortly 
before July 2014, Mr. and Mrs. W. legally 
adopted all fi ve children.

The W.’s two oldest daughters readily 
welcomed the children into a loving 
family.  The childrens’ journey—and 
storybook-type transition—is not lost on 
Mr. and Mrs. W. “We are one family,” 
she said with a smile, before quietly 
adding, “We changed their focus, 
changed their paths. We turned the 
soil and found beautiful fl owers.” 

The Rights of the Child 

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

CHILDREN MUST BE RESPECTED 
AND THEIR VOICES HEARD. 

When Primary Caregivers Cannot Meet Children’s Needs, 
Society’s Safety Nets Can Save Lives. 

“We are one family. We changed their focus, changed their paths. 
We turned the soil and found beautiful fl owers.”—Mrs. W. 

Child in Need of Assistance (CINA)
Maryland Legal Aid represents children in abuse and neglect cases ("CINA" cases) in Circuit Courts in twelve jurisdictions 
in Maryland. Over 71% of new CINA petitions in Maryland are fi led in Baltimore City, and Baltimore, Montgomery and 
Prince George's counties. Maryland Legal Aid represents children in all four of those jurisdictions. These cases begin when 
the State of Maryland, through local county Departments of Social Services, removes an alleged abused or neglected 
child from his/her home and places that child in shelter or foster care for protection.

Maryland Legal Aid served

4,739 
CHILDREN
throughout Maryland in 2014.

30%
of those children were 6 years of age or younger.

Mr. and Mrs W. 2015

Staff Attorney Elise Snyder, 
Midwestern Maryland Offi ce



4  2014 Annual Report   5 

500
 2014

274
2013Staff Attorney Curt Campbell,

Foreclosure Legal Assistance Project

The Right to Be Heard…
and Understood
Staff Attorney Virginia Rosa, Anne Arundel County Offi ce

Paralegal Veronique Felix, Lower Eastern Shore Offi ce

Imagine being stopped by a police offi cer and not being able 
to understand what the offi cer is saying. Imagine being hearing 
impaired and participating in a court proceeding, but being 
unable to understand the court-appointed sign language 
interpreter because the interpreter is signing a non-traditional 
sign language with which you are not familiar. Maryland Legal 
Aid is adamant that clients have a right to hear and understand 
what is being said to them in a legal matter and clients have a 
right to respond in a meaningful way. 

To focus attention on that effort, Maryland Legal Aid’s 
Language Access Task Force develops advocacy projects that 
raise awareness about language access issues, particularly for 
individuals with Limited English Profi ciency (LEP). Maryland 
Legal Aid uses the civil legal system to work toward elimination 
of discrimination on the basis of language or national origin; to 
provide equal access to the law and equal recognition before 
the law; to provide for freedom of expression and opinion, and 
to enable access to information for every human being. 

The human right to housing 

should not be interpreted 

strictly as a right to have a 

roof over one’s head. Rather, 

it should be seen as the right 

to live somewhere in security 

with peace and dignity. The 

right to housing is critical; 

without it, the attainment of 

many other human 

rights is compromised.

Established in 2008, Maryland Legal 
Aid’s Foreclosure Legal Assistance 
Project (FLAP) represents low-income 
homeowners throughout Maryland at 
all stages of the foreclosure process, 
including mediations, motions to stay and 
dismiss sales, bankruptcies, exceptions 
to sales, motions for orders of possession 
and evictions. Advice and referrals are 
provided to those whom Maryland Legal 
Aid is not able to represent. 

A member of Maryland Legal Aid’s 
Statewide Advocacy Support (SAS) Unit, 
Staff Attorney Curt Campbell focuses 
on foreclosure cases. A recent case is, 
unfortunately, all too typical of foreclosure 
rescue scams that prey on well-intentioned, 
but fi nancially struggling homeowners.

By 2006, several years after purchasing 
their home in Prince George's County, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. were experiencing 
fi nancial diffi culties and were in default 
on their mortgage. They were contacted 
by an individual who assured them that 
his company could help them refi nance—
and keep—their home. Desperate to 
keep their home, Mr. and Mrs. S. met 
with the company and signed papers 
they didn’t fully understand. These 

papers actually gave the scam company 
title to the couple's home and set up 
a system whereby monthly payments 
from the couple—payments that Mr. and 
Mrs. S. thought were paying down their 
mortgage—were paid to the scammers. In 
fact, the company (which soon dissolved), 
made few, if any, mortgage payments 
on behalf of the couple, resulting in their 
home going into foreclosure. 

By the time Mr. and Mrs. S. contacted 
Maryland Legal Aid in 2013, they were 
several years behind in mortgage 
payments and had lost title to their home. 
Recognizing the right to housing and the 
right to fair treatment not only as basic 
human needs, but also as basic human 
rights, Attorney Campbell utilized a wide 
range of legal tactics and tools in his 
representation of the couple, including 
directing them to their original banking 
institution to discuss potentially affordable 
refi nance options. More importantly, 
the actions of Campbell and his FLAP 
associates ultimately restored the home’s 
title (and legal ownership) to 
Mr. and Mrs. S. 

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

82% 
increase in 

one year
Baltimore County: 

17%
of all foreclosure cases 
opened by Maryland 

Legal Aid in 2014 

Prince George's 
County: 

23%
of all foreclosure cases 
opened by Maryland 

Legal Aid in 2014 

The far-reaching impact of housing foreclosures 
continues to affect people from all walks of life and income levels.

The number of statewide foreclosure 
cases opened by Maryland Legal Aid:

THE 
RIGHT TO

SAFE AND 
ADEQUATE

HOUSING
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Fifteen years ago, the staff in Maryland Legal Aid’s Baltimore 
City Child Advocacy Unit noticed that many of the abused 
and neglected children they served often felt especially 
overlooked at holiday time. This prompted the Child 
Advocacy staff to start a program to make sure that some 
of these children could experience the joy that comes with 
unwrapping a gift intended just for them.

Since 2000, 

the HOLIDAY 
GIVING PROGRAM
has grown signifi cantly:

Since inception, more than 1,700 children 
have benefi ted from Maryland Legal Aid’s Holiday Giving 
Program, thanks to the generosity and support of countless 

individuals and several area companies including:

• Stanley Black & Decker
• Hord Coplan Macht
• Thunderbolt
• Floors Etc.

This program is managed by Paralegal Sandra Harrison, 
under the direction of Child Advocacy Chief Attorney Joan 
Little in the Baltimore City offi ce. Sandra said, “Gift donors 
frequently report how much happier their holiday season is 
because they know that they have made a positive difference 
in the life of a very important (and often overlooked) child.” 

Perhaps no scenario can more graphically depict the critical 

need for every individual to have his or her basic human right 

to security met as when we see a loved one, especially a young 

loved one, in harm’s way. 

Mrs. D., mother of Z. and grandmother 
of his son T., still wells up in tears as she 
remembers the phone calls she received 
in the middle of the night from her young 
grandson. “Please grandma, come get 
me!” he would shout into the phone. 
“They are fi ghting again, they’re using 
drugs, please come and get me now—
right now!”

Because of Z.’s and his wife’s drug 
addiction, neither of them were able to 
care for themselves or T. From the time 
T. was born, it was Mrs. D. who ensured 
that his basic human needs for food, 
clothing and medical care were met to the 
extent that she could while living several 
miles away. Mrs. D.’s best and consistent 
efforts to convince Z. and his wife to do 
whatever was required to break their drug 
dependencies—for their own good and for 
the sake of their son—were typically met 
with apathy, refusal to allow her to see her 
grandson, and even threats on her life. 

Mrs. D. fi rst tried to gain legal custody of 
T. after he lived with her for a year at the 

request of his parents. A private attorney 
told her she “didn’t have a case” to gain 
legal custody, and Mrs. D. was forced to 
allow T. to return to his parents when they 
insisted that he live with them again. In 
the following years, Mrs. D. repeatedly 
“rescued” her grandson from situations 
no child should have to endure.

“T. was in great danger most of his life,” 
Mrs. D. said. “After spending $8,000 
I didn’t really have for a lawyer who 
turned down my pleas for help, I didn’t 
know where to turn.”

Finally, on a summer day in 2013, Mrs. 
D.s' son Z. experienced a manic and 
delusional episode, which included 
exposing himself to his neighbor 
and her young daughter while they 
were gardening in the adjoining yard. 
Fortunately, the police arrived soon after 
Z. collapsed, and they removed T. from 
the home. It wasn’t long before Mrs. D., 
more determined than ever to “save” 
her grandson from his living nightmare, 
fi led a petition for custody without any 

legal assistance. The threatening texts 
and phone calls from her son and his wife 
resumed almost immediately, and they 
were more horrifi c and graphic than ever.

Fearing not only for the safety of her 
grandson, but also for her own life, Mrs. D. 
turned to Maryland Legal Aid’s Southern 
Maryland offi ce for help. Upon hearing 
the details of the situation, including Mrs. 
D.’s attempts to gain legal custody of T. 
since he was an infant, Maryland Legal Aid 
Senior Attorney Margaret Maupin assured 
Mrs. D. that although the organization 
does not typically handle third-party 
grandparent custody cases, this situation 
also presented compelling evidence of 
human rights abuses of a vulnerable child. 
She also provided immediate comfort to 
Mrs. D., advising her that Maryland Legal 
Aid would do everything possible to help 
her gain legal custody of her beloved 

grandson, and end the threats on her life, 
as well.

“The fl urry of threatening text messages 
from her son and his wife, threatening to 
hire people to kidnap, physically harm and 
kill Mrs. D. were the worst I’ve ever seen,” 
said Attorney Maupin. She took additional 
action that resulted in full and legal custody 
being awarded to Mrs. D. within four 
months of their fi rst meeting. 

Now T. and his grandmother are enjoying 
lives free of fear and intimidation. “My 
grandson is a remarkable human being and 
he just had an awesome birthday!” Mrs. 
D. told us. "That 12th birthday was replete 
with a party, balloons, pizza, cake and 
paint ball—just like other kids have! We 
can breathe easy now. My grandson has 
a future.” 

THE RIGHT 
TO SECURITY 

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

 “PLEASE 
GRANDMA, 
COME 
GET ME! 
THEY ARE 
FIGHTING 
AGAIN, 
THEY’RE 
USING 
DRUGS, 
PLEASE 
COME AND 
GET ME 
NOW—
RIGHT 
NOW!”
–Mrs. D.’s young grandson

Giving Program Makes 
the Holidays Brighter 
for Vulnerable Children
Chief Attorney Joan Little and 
Paralegal Sandra Harrison, 
Baltimore City Child Advocacy Unit 

2002 

15
CHILDREN/
FAMILIES

150
CHILDREN/
FAMILIES1,700+

CHILDREN HAVE 
BENEFITED

2014

Senior Attorney Margaret Maupin,
Southern Maryland Offi ce
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Ms. Y., a single mother of seven, shatters 

stereotypes. Ms. Y.’s two oldest children are 

enrolled in college and the younger ones are 

doing well in school. She is close to completing 

a Welfare to Work program and has already 

secured and started a job, all geared to 

becoming a self-sustaining parent and role 

model for her children.

However, when Ms. Y. 
contacted Maryland Legal 
Aid in May 2014, she was 
desperate to reunify her family. 
By the time her youngest child 
was born in December 2012, 
it was apparent that her home 
needed major repairs in order 
for it to be safe for her children. 
The landlord agreed to fi x the 
leaking roof and remediate the 
mold problems, and Ms. Y. and 
her older children temporarily 
moved in with her mother. Due 
to internal family confl icts, she 

hesitantly agreed to allow her 
infant daughter to live with the 
child's paternal grandmother 
for the brief period of time 
needed for home repairs. 

After a few months, the home 
was ready for the family to 
return. However, at the paternal 
grandmother’s urging, Ms. Y. 
agreed to let her baby stay 
with the grandmother a bit 
longer, so she could continue 
her part-time clerical work, 
secure her GED and complete 
her Welfare to Work program. 

Ms. Y. was determined to acquire the job 
readiness skills needed to compete in 
today’s business environment and fi nd a 
steady job. She knew realizing these goals 
would allow her to become self-suffi cient 
and have all of her children back at home 
together as a cohesive family.

“Unless there are exceptional 
circumstances, if a parent is fi t and able 
to provide care for his or her child, 
then family reunifi cation is always our 
goal,” advises Janine Scott, Supervising 
Attorney in Maryland Legal Aid’s Baltimore 
City Domestic Law Unit. “The paternal 
grandmother had bonded with the baby 
and it was increasingly diffi cult for Ms. Y. 
to gain access to her,” she added. In fact, 
the grandmother was so determined to 
keep her granddaughter that she fi led 
a restraining order against Ms. Y., which 
prohibited her from seeing her child.

Since there was no basis for the order, all 
of the facts in the case pointed clearly and 
favorably to Ms. Y. regaining custody of her 
baby. Just two days after Scott represented 
her in court, Ms. Y. regained sole custody 
of her daughter, thereby reunifying her 
children and moving on with life as a 
close-knit and loving family. 

A child’s right to be with her parent—
if the parent is capable of caring for her 
safely—is a basic human right. It is one of 
many such rights that Maryland Legal Aid 
is committed to upholding. 

“Unless there are exceptional circumstances, if a 
parent is fi t and able to provide care for his or her child, 
then family reunifi cation is always our goal.”  
Supervising Attorney Janine Scott, 
Baltimore City Domestic Law Unit

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

On December 8, 2014, Maryland 
Legal Aid Senior Paralegal Barbara 
Coleman was awarded The William 
L. Marbury Outstanding Advocate 
Award. Presented by the Maryland 
Legal Services Corporation, the award 
is given to “a non-attorney who has 
demonstrated outstanding service in 
Maryland representing the rights and 
legal needs of low-income persons.” 
Longtime colleague (and supervisor) 
Blake Fetrow, Chief Attorney of 
Maryland Legal Aid’s Metropolitan 
Maryland offi ce, shares his thoughts 
about Barbara:

“Over her distinguished 37-year career 
with Maryland Legal Aid, Barbara 
Coleman has been a tireless advocate 
for low-income people and seniors 
in need in both Baltimore City and 
Howard County.  She has helped literally 
thousands of people in need during her 
years with the organization.

“Barbara is defi nitely the go-to 
person for legal assistance in Howard 
County. Her partnerships outside the 
organization—where she continues 
to work tirelessly for equal access 
to justice for everyone—are truly 
exceptional. In 2011, the Association 
of Community Services recognized 

Barbara’s career achievements 
by presenting her with the 
Audrey Robbins Humanitarian 
Award, presented annually to those 
who represent the very best of the 
human services community in 
Howard County.

“Barbara Coleman has been the face 
of Maryland Legal Aid in Howard 
County for many years. A person who 
recognizes a problem and comes 
up with a solution, Barbara not only 
addresses our clients’ legal problems, 
but also their life situations. Although 
many of us, myself included, have 
been assigned as her “supervisor,” 
the truth is that Barbara is the one 
who drives us to do more in Howard 
County, both through her example 
and through her urging us to increase 
our work and to help more people in 
new and creative ways.”

“Although many of us, 
myself included, have 
been assigned as her 
“supervisor,” the truth 
is that Barbara is the 
one who drives us to do 
more in Howard County, 
both through her 
example and through 
her urging us to increase 
our work and to help 
more people in new 
and creative ways.”

Chief Attorney Blake Fetrow,
Metropolitan Maryland Offi ce

THE RIGHTS OF 
THE CHILD/The 
Right to Family 
Reunifi cation

Maryland Legal Aid 
Senior Paralegal Barbara Coleman
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Maryland Legal Aid’s online intake process was established to 

address the need expressed by many individuals for an opportunity 

to have a preliminary consultation about their legal concerns 

without having to leave their homes, coordinate transportation, 

or take time from work to visit one of Maryland Legal Aid’s 

12 full-service offi ces during designated walk-in intake hours. 

Easy to access and use, the online intake system is available for 

Marylanders 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Maryland Legal Aid Online Intake Application: 
www.mdlab.org/intake

Applicants who come to Maryland Legal Aid’s Baltimore City offi ce at 500 E. Lexington 
Street can apply for services at intake kiosks in the offi ce lobby. Applicants can complete 
an online intake application and can receive a response within 48 hours. 

The online intake system is a convenient option that expedites the intake process for 
individuals who apply for services. In 2014, the online intake system processed 3,688 
applications. Added to the 4,702 in-person and 77,928 telephone intakes, 
the organization was able to serve 86,318 clients via the intake process in 2014.

ONLINE INTAKE SYSTEM 
Streamlines & Expedites Service
Chief Attorney Bobbie Steyer, Intake Services 
Web Developer Russ Bloomquist

The Equal Justice Council (EJC) is composed of managing attorneys from 

Maryland’s top law fi rms and other prominent members of the Maryland Bar 

and corporate community. Since 1997, members of the EJC have raised critically 

needed funds for Maryland Legal Aid in order to promote equal access to 

justice, while also serving as dedicated advocates who raise awareness of the 

organization’s important work. 

Equal Justice Council Leadership
Co-Chairpersons:
Andrew Jay Graham, Esq.
Benjamin Rosenberg, Esq.

Chair Emeritus:
Decatur H. Miller, Esq.

Law Firm Campaign Co-Chairpersons: 
Martin S. Himeles, Jr., Esq.
Paul M. Nussbaum, Esq.
Lee H. Ogburn, Esq.

THE EQUAL JUSTICE COUNCIL

THANK YOU!
The EJC sincerely appreciates all who 

support Maryland Legal Aid and wishes 

to particularly thank those Partners for 

Justice who contribute $1,000 or more 

toward ensuring equal access to justice 

for all. (See page12 for listings.)

We also thank our outstanding Law 

Firms of Distinction* for contributing at 

least $300 per attorney:

BaldwinLaw LLC 

Ballard Spahr LLP

Brown Goldstein & Levy, LLP 

DLA Piper LLP (US) 

Gordon, Wolf & Carney, Chartered

Gorman & Williams

Hylton & Gonzales 

Illiff, Meredith, Wildberger & Brennan, PC

Kramon & Graham, PA

The Law Offi ces of Julie Ellen Landau 

Law Offi ce of Stephen J. Nolan

Meiselman & Helfant, LLC

Nathans & Biddle, LLP 

Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP

Saiontz & Kirk PA

Saul Ewing LLP

Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

We greatly appreciate the assistance of 

Gordon, Wolf & Carney, Chtd; Robbins, 

Geller, Rudman & Dowd LLP; and Cory 

L. Zajdel in the awarding of cy pres 

settlements to Maryland Legal Aid.

For more information regarding the 

Equal Justice Council or to make a 

contribution, contact Graham Cowger, 

Director of Development, at 

410-951-7706 or gcowger@mdlab.org. 

To donate online, please 

visit www.mdlab.org.

EJC Recognition Breakfast 
More than 200 supporters gathered at Camden Yards on May 22, 2014 for the 

17th Annual Equal Justice Council Recognition Breakfast. The event honored 

Champions of Justice Martin S. Himeles, Jr., Esquire and Pamela C. Ortiz, Esquire; 

Pacesetters Ballard Spahr, LLP and Miles & Stockbridge PC; and Trailblazers DLA 

Piper LLP, Venable LLP and Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP. The Executive Director’s 

Award went to Lorenzo M. Bellamy, Esquire and Scott A. Livingston, Esquire.

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS 

Clockwise from top left: Keynote speaker 
Honorable Jess H. Dickinson, Presiding Justice 
of the Mississippi Supreme Court and Honorable 
Irma S. Raker (ret.), Maryland Court of Appeals 
and Chair of the Maryland Access to Justice 
Commission; Honorable Mary Ellen Barbera, 
Chief Judge, Maryland Court of Appeals; 
Lorenzo M. Bellamy, Esquire, Scott A. Livingston, 
Esquire and Maryland Legal Aid Executive 
Director Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.

2014 INTAKE 
86,318

ONLINE
3,688 

IN-PERSON
4,702

TELEPHONE
77,928
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Courtney Ann Blair  
Dr. John K. Boitnott  
Bouland & Brush, L.L.C.   
Michael L. Bouyea  
Cora L. Brown  
Honorable J. Norris Byrnes  
Geoffrey N. Cabin  
Paul V. Carlin  
Paula M. Carmody  
Anthony F. Christhilf  
Maryland H. Cole  
Marcus W. Corwin  
Stephanie Cutler  
Alexander J. David  
Donna Dawson  

In Memory of Martha and 
Waymand Nutter 

O’s P.D. Nights At Camden Yards   
Karen B. Dietrich  
Francis & Betsy Dolard  
Agnes A. Dorsey  
William B. Dulany  
Honorable Angela M. Eaves  
Cyril Robert Emery  
Matthew Fader  
Praveen D. Fernandes  
Michael Field  
Elaine K. Freeman  
Annette R. Fries  
Jeremy Garner  
Gibb & Rahman, LLC   
John R. Gilner  
Jennifer Goldberg & Marc Steinberg  
David Goodfriend  
Uni Goodman  

In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 
Lawrence S. Greenwald  
Eilzabeth F. Harris  
Kelvin L. Harris  
Angela Katherine Hart  
Matthew Hjortsberg  
Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt & Scott, LLP   
Zenita W. Hurley  
Ronald H. Jarashow  
Melissa Junge  
Kaufman, Ries & Elgin, P.A.   
James A. Kenney, III  
Honorable Robert B. Kershaw  
Jeanette J. Ketcham  
Dennis V. Kinslow, Jr.  

In Memory of Diane Kinslow 
Mark A. Kirsch  
Carolyn Kurtz  
Leder Law Group, PC   
Patricia Lee  
Stephen M. LeGendre  
William Leibovici  
Lawrence G. Lerman  
Edward J. Levin  
David M. Lynn  

Sarah B. Mallonga  
Larnzell Martin, Jr.  
Honorable Albert J. Matricciani, Jr.   
Jay G. Merwin  
Beth Merryman & Jim Mayhew   
Brenda McAllister  
Thomas M. McDonough  
Herbert B. Mittenthal  
Maurice J. Montaldi  
Edward F. Mortimore  
Honorable Harry St. A. O’Neill  
John S. O’Shea  

In Memory of John A. O’Shea 
Paul A. Peditto  
Dorian L. Perry   
Deborah L. Potter   
Stanley J. Reed   
Charles A. Rees   
David G. Rhodes, Jr.   
Ronald E. Richardson   
Gerald M. Richman, P.A.     
John Q. Riegel   
Rising Sun First Baptist Church     
Lawrence F. Rodowsky   
James F. Rosner   
Dorene  Rothmann   
Bruce & Ellen Rothschild  
David Lee Rutland   
Suzanne B. Salsbury  
Sasscer, Clagett & Bucher   
Michael D. Schrock  
Schulman, Hershfield & Gilden, P.A.   
Ellen K. Silbergeld  
Cathaleen Skinner  

In Memory of Fran Grondalski 
Smith & Downey, P.A.   
Brian Sullam  
Melvin J. Sykes  
Maurice C. Taylor  
James L. Thompson  
Rachel Urdan  
Dhananjay Vaidya  
Claudia Vitale  
Anne H. Warner  
Karen P. Williford 
Charles E. Yocum  
Carol W. Yoder  
Linda M. Zumbrun  
Anonymous 13   

Advocates for Justice 
Up to $ 199   
Kristen Abbey  
Glenn Abrams  
Honorable Arthur M. Ahalt  
Ramin Akhavan  
Lynn Hano Albizo  
Bonnie C. Allan  
David B. Allen  
Law Office of Marcia E. Anderson   

Julia Andrews  

Steven P. Arnheim  

Elizabeth H. Arnold  

Keith Arnold  

Catherine Ashby  

Joshua N. Auerbach  

Donel L. Austin  

Azrael, Franz, Schwab & Lipowitz, 
LLC   

Anita M. Bailey  

Renata Jeanne Baker  

Sandra E. Baker  

Lynda M. Baldwin  

Katherine L. Ballenger  

Kimberly J. Barr  

Eugene Bartell  
In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 

Lezli Baskerville  
In Honor of Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.'s 
Birthday 

Cecily E. Baskir  

Robert S. Beasley  

Juliana Bell  

David E. Beller  

Janet Bemkey  
In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 

Cindy Berardino  

Charles G. Bernstein  
In Honor of the Birth of  
Sophie Alexandra Schatzow 

Gary S. Bernstein 
In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 

Judith Billage  

Russ Bloomquist  

Gale C. Bonanno  

Rebecca G. Bowman  

Milton Boyd  

Jennifer L. Brady  

Kate Briscoe  

Cheryl A. Brown-Whitfield  

David S. Bruce  

John & Linda Burke  
In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 

Pamela Burney  

Colleen Burt  
In Memory of Joan L. O’Sullivan 

Honorable John Carroll Byrnes
Janet Cabella    

Maureen T. Cannon  

Steven M. Caplan  

Lucy Cardwell  

Gregory Care  
Zachary William Carey  

Scott E. Casper  

Barry I. Castleman  
Frederick P. Charleston  

Christy H. Chesser  

John M. Clarkson, III  

Robert A. Cohen  

Vincent Colatriano  
Valery D. Coleman  

Honorable Charlotte M. Cooksey  
Dana M. Cooper  
Thomas B. Corey  
Diane H. Corning  
Costco Wholesale #200   
Kathleen A. Coulahan  
Royal W. Craig  
Steven & Margaret Crockett  
Gislin Dagnelie  
David C. Daneker  
Justin M. Daniel  
Richard C. Davis  
Michael A. Dean  
Neil J. Dilloff  
Adrienne N. Dixon  
Cecelia L. Donovan  
August L. Dorsett  

In Memory of Edwin O. Wenck 
John V. Dorsey  
Maurice A. Dorsey  
Roger A. Doumar  
Charles A. Dugger  
Kevin A. Dunne  
Honorable Broughton M. Earnest  
Gabriel B. Eber  
Stephanie M. Edelstein  
Michael T. Edmonds  
Joseph D. Edmondson, Jr.  
Denise D. England  
Daniel Ericson  
Marcia M. Etheridge  
Ashley Fails  
Jay H. Farbman  
Fedder & Janosky LLC   
Veronique Felix  
Janice M. Flynn  
Brian Forgas  
John Freedman  
Mark Freedman  
Kimberly Freeland  
Sidney S. Friedman  
Michael W. Fuller  
Debra L. Gardner  
Honorable Susan K. Gauvey  
Charles Robert Gayle  
Michael A. Genz  
Manuel & Ingrid Geraldo  
Mark Getchis  
Faye Gibbs  
Edward J. Gilliss  
Eugenia L. Giuffreda  
Edwin R. Goodlander  
Leigh Suzanne Goodmark  
Richard S. Gordon  
Thomas Goss  
Martha G. Gouel  
Eleanor H. Green  
Dena Greenblum  
Patrick Gregory  

Premier Partner 
$50,000 to $99,999
DLA Piper LLP (US)*

The Leonard and Helen R. Stulman 
Charitable Foundation

MVP Partners 
$25,000 to $49,999
The Fund for Change

The David & Barbara B. Hirschhorn 
Foundation, Inc.

The Zanvyl and Isabelle Krieger 
Fund

Venable LLP

Whiteford Taylor & Preston LLP*

VIP Partners  
$10,000 to $24,999
Ballard Spahr LLP*

The Community Foundation of 
Frederick County

The Children and Family Legacy 
Fund, Community Foundation for 
the National Capital Region

Goodell DeVries

Kramon & Graham, PA*

The Laverna Hahn Charitable Trust

Sayra & Neil Meyerhoff

Miles & Stockbridge P.C.

Ober|Kaler

Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP*

Saul Ewing LLP*

The George L. Shields  
Foundation, Inc.

The Alvin & Fanny B. Thalheimer 
Foundation

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP*

Anonymous 1

Cornerstone Partners 
$5,000 to $9,999
Philip & Denise Andrews

Brown Goldstein & Levy, LLP*

Gallagher, Evelius & Jones LLP

Andrew Jay Graham

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Illiff, Meredith, Wildberger &  
Brennan, PC*

The John J. Leidy Foundation, Inc.

M&T Bank Charitable Foundation

Elizabeth K. Moser

Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl

Lee & Marilyn Ogburn

Thomas F. O’Neil, Jr.

Jean & Sidney Silber Foundation, 
Inc.

Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler, P.A.

Leadership Partners 
$2,500 to $4,999
Paul D. Bekman

C. Shawn Boehringer

Colleen Burt 

Colliers International

Covington & Burling LLP

John J. Cross, III

Gordon Feinblatt LLC

Gorman & Williams*

Hendersen-Webb, Inc. 

Marjorie Wax & Brian P. Hochheimer  

Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.

McGuire Woods LLP

McNamee Hosea

Patrick A. Moulding

Offit Kurman

Warren S. Oliveri, Jr.

Pessin Katz Law, P.A.

Proviti Inc.

Royston, Mueller, McLean & Reid, 
LLP

Saiontz & Kirk P.A.*

Shawe & Rosenthal, LLP

G. Daniel Shealer, Jr.

Silverman, Thompson, Slutkin &  
White LLC

Richard L. Wasserman

Partners  
$1,000 to $2,499
Adelberg, Rudow, Dorf & Hendler, 

LLC

Law Offices of Peter G. Angelos

BaldwinLaw LLC*

Rignal & Mary Baldwin

Blades & Rosenfeld, P.A. 

Carlos A. Braxton

Carney, Kelehan, Bresler, Bennett & 
Scherr, LLP

Chason, Rosner, Leary & Marshall, 
LLC

Samuel H. Clark, Jr.

Ward B. Coe, III

Stuart R. Cohen

Gregory L. Countess

Vincent Daly 

Law Office of Frank F. Daily, P.A.

Elizabeth E. Drigotas

Dugan, Babij & Tolley, LLC

Lynne M. Durbin

John C. Eidleman

Ellin & Tucker, Chartered

Ethridge, Quinn, Kemp, McAuliffe, 
Rowan & Hartinger LLP

Honorable John F. Fader, II

Fedder & Garten P.A.

Dr. Henry E. Fessler

Blake Fetrow

Miriam & Fred Fetrow

Wesley E. Glaudin

Gordon, Wolf & Carney Chartered*

Frank T. Gray

Hylton & Gonzales*

Martin S. Himeles, Jr.

Louise T. Keelty

Peter E. Keith

Francine & Allan Krumholz 

The Law Offices of  
Julie Ellen Landau*

Levin & Gann, P.A.

Hugh J. Marbury

Carole Martens

Law Office of Kevin G. McAnaney

Robert M. McCaig

Meiselman & Helfant, LLC*

Dr. & Mrs. John O. Meyerhoff

Mudd, Harrison & Burch, L.L.P.

Nathans & Biddle, LLP*

Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP

Law Office of Stephen J. Nolan*

Dr. Charles & Susan Shubin

John R. Spielberger

Bobbie G. Steyer

Susquehanna Bank

Gustava E. Taler

Steuart H. Thomsen

Tydings & Rosenberg LLP

Ralph S. Tyler, III

Daniel Stephen Volchok

Honorable Thomas J.S. Waxter, Jr.

Seri A. Wilpone

Anonymous 2

MarginSoft In-Kind Donation

Support Analysis Software   
In-Kind Donation

Associates for Justice  
$500 to $999      
Baxter, Baker, Sidles, Conn & Jones, 

P.A.   

Susan D.Bennett   

Donald L. Bradfield, II   

Sylvia J. Brokos   

Community Foundation of Anne 
Arundel County 

Dennis W. Carroll   

Daneker, McIntire, Schumm, Prince, 
Manning & Widmann, P.C.     

Honorable Andre M. Davis   

James R. Dolan   

Kathleen M. Donahue   

Howard R. Erwin, Jr.  

Honorable Deborah Eyler  

Marilyn Hope Fisher  

William K. Freienmuth  

Russell H. Gardner  

Geoffrey Garinther

Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin & 
Gibber, P.A.   

Sally Gold  
Kathi L. Grasso  

In Memory of George McManus & 
Gayle Hafner 

David F. Hannan   
Sharon B. Heaton  
William L. Henn, Jr.  
Irwin Green & Dexter, L.L.P.   
Mark A. Kirsch  
Werner Kloetzli, Jr.  
Brooke Lierman & Eben Hansel  
Joan F. Little  
Susan H. Longley  
Clinton Lyons  

In Honor of Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.'s 
Birthday

Mallon & McCool, LLC   
The Gorfine Foundation, Inc.   
Jim & Kathy Mathias  
William T. Mathias  
Megan K. Mechak  
Mitchell Y. Mirviss  
Joseph T. Moran, Jr.  
Jeffrey Natterman  
Kip J. Naugle  
Richard L. Nilsson  
James J. Nolan, Jr.  
Jeffrey B. Palmer  
Susan M. Pellegrino  
Honorable Joan M. Pratt  
Proctor & McKee, P.A.   
Marjorie Shapiro  
Stacy LeBow Siegel L.L.C.   
Alice L. Sternberg  
Adrianne Threatt  
Kelly Voss  
Douglas S. Whitney  
Karen P. Williford  
Simon P. Wing  
John L. Wood  
Joseph S. Wood  
Frances A. Wright  
Anonymous 3   
Friend   

Supporters for Justice  
$200 to $499
Honorable Karen H. Abrams  
Advance Business Systems   
Barbara A . Babb  
Nathaniel Balis  
Paul J. Ballard  
Ruben G. Ballesteros   
John W. Beckley  
Russell J. Bennett  
Bruce H. Bernstein  

THANK YOU!	 The list that follows reflects the generosity of donors in calendar year 2014. 
	 *Law Firms of Distinction contributed a minimum of $300 per attorney.

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS
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Staff & Volunteers
Rebecca Abbott
Chijioke Akamigbo
Lucia Alencherry
Koakbar Alexander
Alice Anderson
Kathy Anderson
Emily Angel
Mary Aquino
Regina Ann Bacote
Tahlia Bacote
Anita Bailey
Andrew Balashov
Ruben Ballesteros
Cheryl Barkley-Chiccone
Mary Battle
Jaime Bedard
Deetza Benno
Stacy Bensky
Cynthia Berardino
Dorcey Berndt
Donna Bernstein-Ness
Alexa Bertinelli
Clarina Blackden
Russell Bloomquist
Waleska Blotny
C. Shawn Boehringer
Willie Boone
Lindsay Brecher
Walter Bristow
Amber Brooks
Linda Brooks
Annice Brown
DaShawn Brown
Equilla Robyn Brown
Rashid Brown
Shelia Brown
Vernon Brownlee
Sandra Brushart
Sheree Bryant Davidson
Arlene Callender
Beatrice Campbell
Curt Campbell
Linda Carroll
Louise Carwell
Agnes Chase
Alex Cheatham
Heather Cherry
Jennifer Cheung
Avery Clark
Stephen Claussen
Daniel Cohen
Andria Cole
Barbara Coleman
Natalie Coley-Lawrence
Carlos Colindres
Charlotte Collins
Rosaland Collins
Isaac Conver

Teresa Cooke
Ann Cooney
Deborah Corley
Gregory Countess
Sunny Cowell
Graham Cowger
Laurie Culkin
Valerie Sharon Cunningham
Leila D'Ambrosio
Thomas Davies
N. Renae Davis
Janet Day
Eleanor Dayhoff-Brannigan
Aaron DeGraffenreidt
Angus Derbyshire
Matthew DeStasio
Karthik Devarajan
Amy DiBiasio
Desiree Diggs
Joyce Diggs
Yewande Dina
Sheryl Dixon
Claudia Dock
Louis Dorsey
Beverly Duffy
Melody Eaton
Amanda Eden
Christine Edwards
Julianne Edwards-Ransom
Mahasin El-Amin
Kerry Ellis
Itta Englander
Leonard Englander
Meredith Esders
Ukeme Etuk
Keon Eubanks
Caitlin Evans
Ashley Fails
Veronique Felix
Cynthia Fenimore
Blake Fetrow
A. Simone Fields
Wanda Fields
Jaclyn Filippell
Janice Footman
Brandon Ford
Carrie Forrester
Eileen Franch
Janelle Williams Frantzen
Patricia Freeman
Alecia Frisby
Sarah Coffey Frush
Suzanne Gaither
Alison Ganem
Morgan Garber
Mitra Ghahramanlou
Andrea Gilmore
Jeaneatte Gilmore

Robert J. Grey  

Jeffrey Grill  

Mina Hachey  

Keith Hagg  

Valencia R. Hainesworth  

Lisa B. Hall  

Andre Hammel  

Norman A. Handwerger  

Jayne Hansen  

Patricia Harcarik  
In Memory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Gayle Hargrove  
In Memory of Ruth 
Hargrove 

Robin E. Harvey  

Julie S. Hatton  

Dennis R. Hayden  

Carel T. Hedlund  

Sharon Henry  

Bruce M. Herschlag  

David Hill  

Melvin Hirshman  

Ferdinand Hoefner  

Lisa K. Hoffman  

Julia Horwitz  

D. Gregory Howard  

Kathleen Hughes  

Patrick Hughes  

Roland A. Hunt  

Cheryl L. Hystad  

Douglas Jackson-Quzack  

Edward Jacobs  
In Memory of 
 Edwin O. Wenck 

Angela Jacobson  

Emily C. Jaskot  

Michael L. Jeffers  

Jo-Ann Wallace Jenkins  
In Honor of Wilhelm H. 
Joseph, Jr.'s Birthday

John W. Jenkins, Jr.  
In Honor of Honorable  
Norris J. Byrnes 

Roy Joellenbeck  
In Memory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Deborah A. Johnson  

Katherine Jones  

Robert Kahn  

Wendy L. Kahn  

Julie Karson  

Leslie Kiernan  

Melissa Ramirez Kilmer  

Karen Kinslow  
In Memory of  
Diane Kinslow 

Walter R. Kirkman  

Jeff Klein  

Jeffrey D. Komarow  

Toni Koskiniemi  
In Memory of 
Edwin O. Wenck 

Nicholas Kostopulos, Jr.  
Fran Kuhne  
Howard Lavine  
Stephen Leach  
Eugene M. Lerner  
Stephen H. Levitt  
Erica Lewis  
James W. Lewis  
Rhonda B. Lipkin  

In Honor of Wilhelm H. 
Joseph, Jr.'s Birthday

Patricia A. Logan  
Tarrant H. Lomax  
Merry Lymn  
Richard V. Lynas  
Peder Maarbjerg  
Stephanie Mackowiak  
David Maged  
Chestine Mahomes  
Stephen Maisel  
Judy K. Maistrellis  
Sarah W. Majoros  

In Memory of 
Edwin O. Wenck 

Frederick Mandir  
Jeffrey H. Marks  
Cathryn Martin  
Peter Martineau  
Greg Matisoff  
Yvonne Mathews  
Guy C. Matthews, Sr.  
Shavonna Maxwell  
Jerome T. May  
Warren Mays  
Marguerite McConihe  
Nicholas McDaniels  
Kathleen McDevitt  
Brian McDonough  
Matthew McGrath  
Cynthia L. Meyer  
Barbara A. Meyres  
John R. Mietus, Jr.  
Keisha Mims  
Yoanna Moisides  
Ralph M. Murdy  

In Memory of 
Edwin O. Wenck 

Jeffrey H. Myers  
Stephanie Napier  
Robert R. Neall  
New Hope Church of God 
David Norken  
Paul W. O’Brien  
Phyllis O’Brien  

In Memory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Joseph L. O’Connor  

Kevin F. O’Neill  

Elizabeth Padgett  

David L. Palmer  

Crystal M. Patterson  

Matthew Paulson  

Leigh A. Penfield  

Thomas G. Peter  

Alexander J. Pilecki, Jr.  

Elizabeth M. Piper 
In Memory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Mary L. Plunkett  

Judith Plymyer  

Fran Pollack-Matz  

Albert B. Polovoy  

Charles M. Preston  

Constance K. Putzel  

Angela Ramson  

Richard A. Ransom  

Anthony S. Reiner  

Russell R. Reno, Jr.  

Arthur Rettinger  

David E. Rice  

Donald B. Robertson  

Kimberley Robidoux  

Harriet M. Robinson  

Stephen W. Russell  

Shelley Sadowsky  

Joy & Steve Sakamoto-
Wengel In Honor of 
Barbara Coleman 

Earl A. Salahuddin  

Barbara A. Samuels  

David Sandler  

Paul S. Sarbanes  

Arthur Schwartz  

Dominique D. Scott  

Janice M. Setren  

John Sholar  

Alvin M. Sidle  

Nathan E. Siegel  

Jonathan Sills  

Herbert  Simmons, Jr.  

Gregory Simon  

Robert M. Skelton  

Clifford L. Slater  

Thomas G. Slater, Jr.  

Steven W. Smith  

Tina Clements Smith  
In Memory of Fran 
Grondalski 

Susan Smola  

William Smolin  
In Memory of Marga Smolin 

Saul Sollins  

Gloria Solomon  

Leslie Spiegel  
In Honor of Ann Turnbull 

Kathryn A. Stackhouse  
Phillip C. Stillman  
Joel I. Suldan  
Vilecia Summers  
Honorable Dennis M. 

Sweeney  
Judith K. Sykes  
James Sylvan  
Miriam Szapiro  
Angela Tang  
Ann Marie Terzaken  
Joseph B. Tetrault  
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund   
Chet Thompson  
Diane Thompson  
Barbara Timm-Brock  

In Memory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Brian Towns  
Martin Trpis  
Michele Tucker 
Sara Tussey  
James D. Vannoy  
Gerard R. Vetter  
Bruce Villard  
R. Donald Wack  

In Memeory of  
Edwin O. Wenck 

Katherine Wainwright 
Thomas D. Wallace 
Jami M. Watt 
Edith Rothschild Weinberg 

Philanthropic Fund  
Howard Weinberg 
Mark Weinberg 
Thomas G. Welshko 
Kathleen M. Werner 
Lilly Wheeler 
William Wiechmann 
Sara C. Wilkinson 
Michele Williams 
Romaine N. Williams 
Alicia Wilson 
John Winski 
Rachel A. Wohl 
Patrick J. Woodhouse 
Maryanne E. Woodruff 
Doron Yitzchaki  

In the Name of  
Mary Alane Downs 

Elaine T. Young  
In Honor of Wilhelm H. 
Joseph, Jr.'s Birthday

Harold Young, III 
Ethel Zelenske  
Fiona Ziemski  
Aviva Zierler   
Anonymous 43

Board & Leadership

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President 
Warren S. Oliveri, Jr., Esq.

Vice President 
Gwendolyn Johnson

Treasurer 
Richard L. Wasserman, Esq.

Secretary 
Marquita Wise-Jones

Member At Large 
Jo M. Glasco, Esq.

Erek Barron, Esq.

Carlos A. Braxton, Esq.

Phyllis Butler

Jessica A. duHoffmann, Esq.

Guy Flynn, Esq.

Robert Gonzales, Esq.

Herman G. Hamilton, Jr.

Brian Hochheimer, Esq.

Ora Johnson

Kerwin A. Miller, Esq.

Shalita O’Neale

Beth Pepper, Esq.

Ronald E. Richardson, Esq.

G. Daniel Shealer, Jr., Esq.

Sheila J. Sullivan, Esq.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Executive Director  
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr., Esq.

Chief Operating Officer  
Gustava E. Taler, Esq.

Chief Counsel 
C. Shawn Boehringer, Esq.

Director of Development
Graham Cowger

Director of Communications
Ashley Y. Fails

Controller 
Mitra Ghahramanlou

Director of Information 
Technology
Patrick Gregory

Director of Compliance and 
Program Development
Denise C. McCain

Chief of Human Resources 
Phillip C. Stillman

Director of  
Administrative Services 
Kara Yendell

STATEWIDE ADVOCACY  
SUPPORT

Director of Advocacy for 
Housing and Community 
Economic Development 
Gregory L. Countess, Esq.

Director of Advocacy for  
Elder Law and Health Care 
Jennifer Goldberg, Esq.

Director of Advocacy for 
Children and Families
Losmin Jimenez, Esq.

Director of Advocacy for 
Income Security 
Frank A. Natale, Esq.

Director of Advocacy for 
Training and Pro Bono 
Amy L. Petkovsek, Esq. 

Pro Bono  
Honor Roll
We deeply appreciate 
and thank the many 
professionals who 
contribute expert legal 
support, pro bono 
representation and 
educational/training 
services to Maryland 
Legal Aid and its clients.

Philip M. Andrews 
Michael Bakhama
Susan Booth Cassidy
Jack Condliffe
Robert Fulton Dashiell 
Neil E. Duke 
Andrew Freeman 
Gregory M. Gill
Alexander Hastings
Martin S. Himeles 
Nooree Lee
Scott A. Livingston 
Robert A. Manekin
Kathleen A. McGinley 
Michael A. Miller
Mitchell Mirviss
Warren Oliveri, Jr. 
Paul Mark Sandler
Anuj Vohra

Every effort was  
made to ensure accuracy 
in this listing. If we have 
inadvertently omitted any 
donor, please accept our 
sincere apology.

The Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. 
is a 501(c)(3) organization 
that provides free civil legal 
services to low-income people 
in every Maryland community. 
A copy of our current financial 
statement is available upon 
request by calling our office: 
(410) 951-7719. Documents 
and information submitted to 
the State of Maryland under 
the Maryland Charitable 
Solicitations Act are available 
from the Office of the 
Secretary of State, State 
House, Annapolis, MD 21401, 
for the cost of copying  
and mailing.

All funds received by the 
Legal Aid Bureau, Inc. are 
spent in accordance with the 
Legal Services Corporation 
Act of 1974, as amended 
1977, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2996 
et. seq., its implementing 
regulations, 45 C.F.R.  
§ 1600 et. seq., and other 
applicable law.

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS = BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS 

DONORS CONTINUED: 
The list that follows reflects the generosity of donors in calendar year 2014.
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Served by County 2014
	 Cases	 Persons
Total	 68,711	 86,318	
Allegany 	  715	 1,238 

Anne Arundel *	  17,242 	 18,079

Baltimore City	  15,416 	 21,267

Baltimore 	  5,480 	 6,722

Calvert 	  603 	 699

Caroline 	  345 	 669

Carroll 	  506 	 625

Cecil *	  1,629 	 1,914

Charles 	  1,343 	 1,557

Dorchester 	  168 	 321

Frederick 	  1,685 	 2,368

Garrett 	  248 	 355	

Harford 	  1,875 	 2,529

Howard 	  1,255 	 1,742

Kent	  137 	 253

Montgomery 	  4,349 	 5,424

Prince George’s 	  8,226 	 10,389

Queen Anne’s 	  237 	 375

Somerset *	  224 	 431

St. Mary’s 	  851 	 993

Talbot 	  340 	 628

Washington 	  742 	 878

Wicomico 	  1,098 	 2,557

Worcester 	  273 	 526

Out-of-state	  3,724 	 3,779

* Includes pro se litigants assisted 
through Maryland Legal Aid’s 
courthouse pro se projects and the 
District Court Self-Help Resource 
Center in Anne Arundel County.

		  2014	 2013
	 Operating Income 	 $ 23,720,561	 $ 27,417,236
	 Operating Expenses 	 $ 22,421,834	 $ 23,875,141
	 Net Assets, End of Year 	 $18,549,501	 $18,445,820

The components of Net Assets at 12/31/2014 were: unrestricted $12,911,858;  
temporarily restricted $5,630,643; and permanently restricted $7,000.

Selected Sources of Funds	 2014	 2013
Federal; Federal/State/Local Partnerships

Legal Services Corporation	  $3,774,704	 3,725,631
Ryan White/HIV/AIDS Legal Assistance/Baltimore City 	 $103,555	 $91,322

State			    	
Maryland Legal Services Corporation 	 $10,707,049	 10,497,107
Contract services regarding abused and neglected children,	 $6,148,418	 9,276,446 
District Court Self-Help Center, domestic violence and 
child custody 
Attorney General Foreclosure Settlement (administered by Maryland 	 $1,119,214	  1,373,400 
Department of Housing & Community Development)

Local		  $325,781 	 316,140
Title III-B/Elderly Assistance: Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Calvert, Carroll,  
Cecil, Charles, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George’s,  
Queen Anne’s and St. Mary’s Counties; Lower and Upper Eastern Shore

County Grants-In-Aid:
Anne Arundel	 $22,000 	 22,000
Baltimore City	 $126,734  	 124,625
Baltimore	 $70,000  	 70,000
Harford	 $ 29,412 	 29,412 
Howard	 $ 102,890	 102,890
Prince George’s	 –	 9,867 

Circuit Court Pro Se Grants:	
Anne Arundel	 $162,405 	 162,405
Cecil 	 $ 25,000 	  25,000
Somerset	  – 	 6,000

Private Donations:	
Contributions	 $ 529,414  	 769,806

Foundations	 $ 226,447 	  455,750

This report contains a summary of 2014 financial information.  
Complete audited financial statements are available from Maryland Legal Aid upon request.

Client Case Types
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Health 1%

Education <1%

Employment 1%

Other,  
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Mary Glover
Jennifer Goldberg
Heather Gomes
Brooke Gomulka
Cornelia Bright Gordon
Dominique Gordon
Vernetta Graves
Patrick Gregory
Frances Staats Grondalski
Ronald Grove
Stephanie Guevara
Laurinda Gwyn
Kenneth Hagans
Norman Hagerman
Jayne Hansen
Avril Harding
Kay Harding
Sandra Harrison
Amy Hennen
Hector Hernandez
Erica Herndon
Gary Herwig
Valerie Higgs
Jernita Hines
Hanna Hodges
Linda Holmes
Margaret Holmes
Natalie Hood
Renee Hood
Kathleen Hubbard
Patricia Hughes Mayer
Kathleen Hughes
Mone't Hurey
Anne Hurley
Ashley Jackson
Courtney Jacobs
Jalil Jacobs
Emily Jaskot
Michael Jeffers
Laura Jenkins
Losmin Jimenez
Debra Johnson
Ferdinand Johnson
Trina Johnson
Vicki Johnson
Cherie Juliet Jones
Katherine Jones
Nicole Jones
Wilhelm H. Joseph, Jr.
Joanna Kai
Thomas Kandler
Andrea Kanobana
Anshu Karki
Soma Kedia
Erica Kelly
Megan Kelly
Jennifer Kidwell
Lucinda Kimmons

Aaron Kor
Mary Kosman
Dana Krohn
Kumudha Kumarachandran
Althea Landymore
Carolyn Lathrop
William Leahy
Beatrice Lee
Lori Leibowitz
Laila Leigh
Ann Lembo
Margaret Leonard
Jeremiah Liepold
Joan Little
Sam Little
Xheni Llaguri
Alfredo Lobianco
Lewis London
Inna Loring
Terrell Love
Kayla Lucrezi
Mary Lunis
Kimberly Lusby
Brian Mackin
Sara Magette
Jamie Mahaney
Helen Maness
Ashley Mariner
Yvonne Mathews
Frances Matthews
Margaret Maupin
Nancy White McCaig
Robert McCaig
Denise McCain
Jennifer Meschino
Sayra Wells Meyerhoff
Karen Michaels-Johnson
Viena Milla-Orridge
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Moll
Aquanetta Momyer
Cynthia Montgomery
Karla Moses
Jane Nagle
Lawton Nalley
Frank Natale
Sharon Natale
Caroline Neal
Shaniqua Nelson
Christina Nguyen
Cierra Nichols
Eileen Nnoli
Nathaniel Norton
Boatemaa Ntiri-Reid
Debbie Oliver
Odella Oliver
Jacob Ouslander
Katherine Palazzolo

Hong Joon Park
Sarah Parsons
Kelly Perkins
Richard Perry
Amy L. Petkovsek
Elizabeth Pickus
Alexander Pilecki
Michele Ann Plummer
Gina Polley
Keith Purtee
Jessica Quincosa
Desiree Reetz
Gretchen Reimert
Janelle Riddick
Brianna Rifkin
Erica Riley
Bethany Rishell
Nohora Rivero
Conte Robinson
Victoria Robinson
Sherry Rockwell-Phillips
Joseph Rohr
Virginia Rosa
Robert Roselle
Jennifer Cooke Rosen
Elizabeth Rowe
Theodosia Saffo
Asha Sampat
Shani Sarjeant
Lisa Marie Sarro
Darlene Savoy
Christina Schaffer
Penny Walker Schlamowitz
Risheena Schwemle
Emily Scott
Janine Scott
Kamila Scott
Carol Sellman
Rhonda Serrano
Reena Shah
Nina Shore
Amy Siegel
Marianne Sierra
Cherelle Sims
Mark Sioson
Patricia Skipper
Deborah Lewis Smith
Jennifer Smith
Lindsay Smith
Marcia Smith
Pamela Smith
Tina Clements Smith
Elise Snyder
Alycia Stack
Mark Stave
William Steinwedel
Bobbie Steyer
Phillip Stillman
Matthew Stubenberg
Ronika Sumlin

Victoria King Taitano
Gustava Taler
Michale Tallon
Susan Tannenbaum
Pia Angela Taylor
Susan Testa
Heather Thomas
Molisa Thomas
Cindy Tolino
Timothy Trego
Andre Tremper
Yulia Tsifrina
Jonathan Tucker
Timothy Turner
Uchechi Uchegbu
Marianne Vanderwiele
Gerald Vaudreuil
Katelyn Victor
Melissa View
Ashley Wagner
Fatima Wahab
Patricia Waldman
Lauren Walker
Ashley Wall
Beth Wanger
Rebecca Ward
Eric Wardford
Tammy Levrone Watts
Sabrina Wear
Shannon Weaver
Pauline Wenrich
Haimanot B. Wentworth
Danielle Wete
Amy Whiten
Juanita Whitley
Sara Wilkinson
Abena Williams
Jocelyn Williams
Marsha Williams
Sophia Williams
Seri Wilpone
Lolita Wilson
Erica Witz
Rachel Wolpert
Sandra Wooten
Paul Wyble
Swapna Yeluri
Kara Yendell
Jacqueline Zamarripa
Matthew Zernhelt
Christopher Ziemski

Graham Cowger:  
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Ashley Fails:  
Annual Report Project Manager/
Co-Writer
Bill Geenen: Designer
Faye Gibbs: Advisor/Lead Writer
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Cover bottom left image:  
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1  Anne Arundel County Offi ce
229 Hanover St
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410) 972-2700
(800) 666-8330
Anita Matyi Bailey, 

Chief Attorney

2  Baltimore City Offi ce
500 E. Lexington St
Baltimore, MD 21202
Telephone Intake Lines:

(410) 951-7750
(866) MD LAW 4U
(or 866-635-2948)

Business Line:
(410) 951-7777
(800) 999-8904

Cornelia Bright Gordon,
Chief Attorney, 
Administrative Law

Joan Little,
Chief Attorney, Child Advocacy

Joseph V. Rohr,
Chief Attorney, Housing/Consumer

Bobbie G. Steyer,
Chief Attorney, Intake Services

3  Baltimore County Offi ce
29 W. Susquehanna Ave
Ste 305
Towson, MD 21204
(410) 427-1800 
(877) 878-5920
Ann M. Lembo, Chief Attorney

4  Lower Eastern Shore Offi ce
Dorchester, Somerset, 
Wicomico, Worcester
111 High St
Salisbury, MD 21801
(410) 546-5511
(800) 444-4099
Robert McCaig, Chief Attorney

5  Metropolitan Maryland Offi ce
Howard, Prince George’s
6811 Kenilworth Ave
Calvert Building, Ste 500
Riverdale, MD 20737
(301) 560-2100
(888) 215-5316
Blake Fetrow, Chief Attorney

6  Howard County Offi ce
3451 Court House Dr
2nd Floor
Ellicott City, MD 21043
(410) 480-1057
Blake Fetrow, Chief Attorney

7  Midwestern Maryland Offi ce
Carroll, Frederick, Washington
22 S. Market St, Ste 11
Frederick, MD 21701
(301) 694-7414 
(800) 679-8813
Nina Shore, Chief Attorney

8  Montgomery County Offi ce
600 Jefferson Plaza
Ste 430
Rockville, MD 20852
(240) 314-0373
(855) 880-9487
Gina Polley, Chief Attorney

9  Northeastern Maryland Offi ce
Cecil, Harford
103 S. Hickory Ave
Bel Air, MD 21014
(410) 836-8202
(800) 444-9529
Arlene Callender, Chief Attorney

10  Southern Maryland Office
Calvert, Charles, St. Mary’s
15364 Prince Frederick Rd
P.O. Box 249
Hughesville, MD 20637
(301) 932-6661 
(877) 310-1810
Seri Wilpone, Chief Attorney

11  Upper Eastern Shore Offi ce
Caroline, Kent, 
Queen Anne’s, Talbot
106 Washington St, Ste 101 
Easton, MD 21601
(410) 763-9676
(800) 477-2543
William Leahy, Chief Attorney

12  Western Maryland Offi ce
Allegany, Garrett
110 Greene St
Cumberland, MD 21502
(301) 777-7474 
(866) 389-5243
Cynthia Fenimore, Chief Attorney

District Court Self-Help 
Resource Centers
(410) 260-1392 
Sarah Coffey Frush, Chief Attorney

Annapolis (call center only)

13  Glen Burnie 
7500 Gov. Ritchie Highway
Room 206
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

14  Upper Marlboro 
14735 Main St 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Statewide Programs & Resources

Farmworker Program
(800) 444-4099

Foreclosure 
Legal Assistance Project
(888) 213-3320

Long-Term Care 
Assistance Project
(866) 635-2948

Maryland Senior Legal Helpline
(866) 635-2948

Veterans' Hotline 
(443) 863-4040

TTY Users: Call Maryland
Relay, Dial 7-1-1

Advancing Human Rights & Justice For All: Maryland Legal Aid Offi ce Locations

Visit Maryland Legal Aid at www.mdlab.org


